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APPENDIX,  Sfc. 


AFTER  near  four  months  repeatedly  promifing  a 
fpeedy  publication,  the  public  are  at  length  fa¬ 
voured  with  Obfervations  on  the  State  of  the  Na¬ 
tion.  Had  they  contained  only  corrections  of  my 
errors,  I  fhould  have  profited  of  their  information,  mend¬ 
ed  my  book,  and  thanked  the  author ;  but  this  writer’s 
charges  are  of  a  different  nature,  and  it  will  be  expeCted 
from  me  to  clear  myfelf  from  the  imputations  he  fo  gene¬ 
rally  lays  at  my  door,  of  having  deceived  my  countrymen. 
I  fhall  not,  however,  follow  him  through  all  his  mazes  of 
mifreprefentation,  nor  attempt  to  imitate  the  brilliant  poig¬ 
nancy  of  his  perfonal  reflections,  or  the  elegant  turn  of  his  a- 
bufive  language  ;  I  frankly  own,  I  have  no  talents  for  fuch 
things  ;  and  my  heart  tells  me,  I  have  not  the  difpofition  to 
employ  them,  if  I  had.  I  have,  indeed,  no  temptation  to  re¬ 
tort  his  calumnies  ;  for  upon  me,  to  whom  he  owes  no  obliga¬ 
tion,  he  has  been  lefs  fevere,  than  upon  thofe  gentlemen  with 
whom  he  profeffes  he  is  connected  in  the  rtriCtert  friend- 
Fh ip,  <c  and  whofe  houfes  are  always  open  to  him  ;  for  he 
farcaftically  charges  them  with  wants,  which  I  never  fhould 
have  imputed  to  them,  and  which  I  really  think  thev  aie  in 
a  good  degree  free  from,  the  wants  of  virtue  and  ability.  I 
had  marked  no  other  character,  as  the  defeription  of  thole  I 
wifhed  to  fee  employed  in  the  public  fervice,  and  inverted 
with  the  offices  of  the  rtate,  than  their  being  men  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  ability  ;  but  for  this,  he  charges  me  with  ma  ing 
bis  friends  the  objefls  of  my  difike ;  conveying  to  his  rea¬ 
ders  his  apprehenfions,  that  under  my  defeription  they  will 
never  be  called  again  to  the  minirtry.  But  however  may 
excufe  the  charges  he  makes  againft  me,  or  how  wi  mg  / 
foever  his  friends  may  overlook  the  liberties  c  ta^es  u  i  1 
them,  the  public  will  perhaps  think  more 
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freedom  with  which  he  treats  a  much  more  diflinguifhed 
chara&er,  whom  he  chufes  to  addrefs  as  the  author  of  the 
prefent  State  oi  the  Nation,  notwithstanding  that  gentle¬ 
man  publicly  dilavow’d  the  writing  of  it,  by  advertifement 
m  the  papers  immediately  alter  its  publication,  and  upon 
many  occafions  fince  has  declared,  that  however  he  might 
approve  of  the  work  in  general,  and  of  its  purpofe,  that 
he  neither  was  the  author  of  it,  nor  agreed  with  the  writer 
in  every  thing  it  contained.  His  declarations  can  never  re® 
quire  corroboration  ;  nor  would  it  be  lefsthan  prefumption 
in  me,  to  pretend  to  give  them  weight  by  any  afteverations 
ot  mine.  Even  the  writer  of  the  Obfervations  will  not  afk 
for  further  evidence  of  this  fa<5l,  than  he  has  had  already  : 
for  it  appears  from  his  having  changed  his  motto,  from  one 
particularly  pointed  at  that  gentleman  to  one  more  general, 
that  he  law  the  advertifement,  and  knew  of  his  disavowal. 
How  he  could  afterwards,  in  defpite  of  his  conviction, 
charge  that  gentleman  not  only  with  digefling  the  plan,  but 
with  entertaining  every  opinion,  and  fupplving  every  idea 
delivered  in  that  work,  will  be  matter  of  aftonifhment  to 
thole,  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  malevolence  of  par¬ 
ty  writers. 

I  agree  with  the  Obferver ,  that  the  relative  {late  of  any 
branch  of  trade  is  not  always  to  be  collected  from  a  com¬ 
panion  of  the  mediums  of  feveral  years  at  different  periods; 
a  trade  upon  its  increale,  and  upon  its  decline,  if  the  in- 
creafe  and  declenhon  be  alike  gradual,  would  appear,  by 
a  comparifon  of  the  mediums  of  each,  to  have  continued 
without  variation  during  both  periods.  The  value  of  each 
year  fhould  therefore  always  be  noted  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  medium  is  taken,  to  enable  the  public  to  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  its  progreilive  condition,  as  well  as  its  total  a- 
mount.  This  even  the  Obferver  will  not  fay  I  have  not 
done  in  every  inilance,  and  particularly  in  that  refpedling 
the  number  of  shipping  arriving  in  our  ports  in  the  feveral 
years  of  peace  and  war.  I  am  lorry,  I  fee  no  fufficient  rea- 
fcn  in  his  Obfervat.ons,  upon  the  conclusions  I  have  there 
drawn,  either  for  altering  my  book,  or  changing  my  opi¬ 
nion,  or  1  fhould  readily  do  both  ;  but  I  really  cannot  con¬ 
ceive,  that  the  dead  and  milling  on  board  the  fhips,  in  the 
government’s  fervice  only,  being  135,000  feamen,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  lofs  on  hoard  of  our  privateer?  ;  or  the  reducti¬ 
on  of  1756  1  ail  from  the  number  of  our  merchantmen,  arc 

any 
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any  proofs  of  the  irtcreafmg  ftate  of  our  commerce.  The 
number  of  arrivals  in  the  year  1761,  appears  indeed  to 
have  increafed  ;  but  if  the  preceding  year  be  added  to  it, 
the  fum  of  both  will  fall  fhort  of  the  double  medium  of 
the  whole,  tho’  in  tonnage  it  exceeds  it.  But  where  one 
year  is  much  below  the  medium,  and  the  next  exceeds  it 
in  a  matter  fo  extremely  cafual,  as  the  arrival  of  {hips  the 
day  before  Chriftmas,  or  the  day  after,  (for  that  will  make 
the  entries  in  different  years)  one  would  be  much  apter  to 
impute  the  difference  to  the  accident  of  winds,  than  to  any 
material  alteration  in  the  courfe  of  trade.— I  will  grant, 
however,  that  the  capture  of  the  French  iflands  occafioned 
our  merchants  to  purchafe  {hipping,  for  the  importing  of 
their  produds,  as  in  none  other  than  Britilh  (hipping  could 
they  be  imported  ;  yet  ftill  my  afferticn,  that  the  carrying 
trade  of  this  country  was  ruined  by  the  war,  will  (land  un¬ 
impeached,  for  by  that  trade  is  always  underdood  the 
tranfportation  of  foreign  commodities  from  one  foreign 
country  to  another,  taking  our  own  country  in  the  way, 
and  not  the  tranfportation  of  the  produds  ot  our  own  do¬ 
minions,  or  of  countries  which  were  become  our  own  by 
conqueft.  In  this  indance,  and  indeed  in  every  other,  this 
writer  either  midakes  the  purpofe  of  my  pamphlet,  or  wil¬ 
fully  mifreprefents  it.  I  never  meant  to  blame  the  war, 
nor' any  tranfadion  of  it;  neither  was  it  my  intention  to 
depreciate  our  conqueffs,  or  throw  a  veil  over  our  fuccct- 
fes— Providence  gave  a  remarkable  bleffmg  to  our  arms, 
and  in  an  efpecial  manner  direded  our  councils.  But  it 
would  be  tempting  him  to  withdraw  his  fuccour  from  us, 
fhould  we  confider  a  date  of  war  as  an  happy  circumaancc, 
pine  at  its  termination,  or  be  anxious  for  its  renew  a  . 
This  has  been  too  much  the  cafe  with  my  fellow  fuojeds, 
many  of  whom  think  things  never  went  fo  well  with  the 
nation  as  during  the  war,  and  blame  thofe  who  concluded 
the  peace,  as  the  authors  of  all  the  public  evils  this  coun¬ 
try  now  groans  under.  It  was  to  fet  thefe  nitftaken  men 
right  in  their  judgments,  to  (hew  to  them  whence  the  mis- 
fortunes  they  complain  of  derive  their  fource,  and  to  mak 
them  look  to  the  continuance  o(  peace,  as  the  only  reme¬ 
dy  for  the  public  grievances,  that  I  entered  into  a  detail  of 
the  effects  of  the  late  war;  and  hbwever  may  have  exe 
caned  the  undertaking,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  no  Inend  to 
mankind  will  cenfure  my  motives. 
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of1, hi"  l'[,e  tC,mln  ,n  wh|ch  I  have  mentioned  the  capture 
t  u  I,rencl’1,lands>  I  «n  be  fuppofed  to  have  intended 
to  throw  any  blame  on  the  officers  who  commanded  the 
expedutons  agamft  them,  it  was  far  from  my  purpofe  ;  and 
as  I  find  uch  a  ufe  has  been  made  of  my  expreffions,  I  have 
expunged  thofe  expreffions,  and  re-printed  the  pages,  fince 
the  publication  of  the  Obfervations.  Yet  I  mean  not,  by 
thts  acknowledgment,  to  declare  my  acquiefcence  in  the 
pofitive  aflertion  of  this’ writer,  “  that  in  our  fir  ft  attempt 
upon  Martinique,  we  were  adually  defeated,”  neither  is  it 
my  intention  to  profefs  my  belief,  that  the  fame  ifland  was 
defended  to  the  laft  extremity  in  the  following  year  ;  that 
Guadaloupe  was  taken  by  the  dint  of  military  prowefs  or 
ftratagem  ;  that  Granada,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  St.  Lu- 

eia,  Margalante,  all  made  the  beft  ref.ftance  their  defences 
could  admit  of. 


The  immediate  convenience  which  France  found  in  our 
taking  poffeflion  of  thofe  iflands,  is  a  matter  of  another 
kind  and  which  this  writer,  whilfl  he  denies  it  in  terms, 
would  aflifl  me  to  prove  by  the  fads  he  dates  (page  10). 
In  order  to  fhew,  that  the  remittance  of  the  produds  of 
the  trench  iflands  had  not  been  fufpended  by  the  War,  and 
that  alter  their  furrender  to  our  forces,  the  French  inhabi- 
tants  did  not  fell  their  commodities  to  the  people  of  Eng> 
land,  and  remit,  by  bills  of  exchange,  a  confiderable  part 
ol  the^ price  to  France,  in  difeharge  of  their  debts  to  the 
rrench  merchants  ;  this  writer  tells  us,  that  the  imports 
from  Guadaloupe  in  I  76 r ,  were  valued  at  482,179  /.  and 
m  1762,  the  imports  from  that  ifland  and  Martinico  a- 
mounted  to  801,669/.  He  is  miftaken,  I  believe,  in  the 
value  of  the  imports  from  Guadaloupe  in  1761  ;  for  by  an 
account  which  I  have  feen,  they  amounted  to  603,269/. 
which  I  fuppofe  he  will  takelobe  Aill  more  in  favour  of  his 
argument ;  for,  according  to  him,  the  greater  the  value  of 
our  imports  from  thence  were,  and  the  more  they  exceed¬ 
ed  the  value  of  our  exports  thither,  the  lefs  probable  it  is, 
that  any  considerable  part  of  the  furplus  was  remitted  thro* 
Great  Britain  to  France  in  payment  of  old  debts.— Had 
this  writer  dated  the  value  of  the  exports  to  Guadaloupe,  or 
the  other  iflands,  he  perhaps  would  have  found  it  difficult 
to  perfuade  his  readers,  that  fo  confiderable  a  ballance,  as 
there  would  then  appear  to  be  owing  to  thofe  iflands,  had 
been  all  expended  by  the  prodigious  ?iumbcr  of  wealthy  French 
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inhabitants ,  who  came  over  here  to  refide  upon  the  furren- 
der  of  thofe  iflands ;  or  in  any  other  way,  which  he  could 
have  ventured  to  have  fuggefted.  What  he  has  not  done* 
I  will  take  the  trouble  of  doing  for  him. 

The  imports  from  Guadalope  in  1761,  a- 7 
mounted  to  -  j  603,269 

The  exports  to  Guadaloupe  in  1761,  amount-’) 

ed  to  -  -  -  \  118,569 


Ballance  £.  484,700 

When  this  writer  fhall  fairly  account  to  the  publ  ic  for 
the  invefliture  of  the  greatefl  part  of  this  ballance,  (I  do 
not  fay  the  whole)  I  will  then  think  it  incumbent  on  me, 
either  to  give  a  detail  of  the  remittances  which  were  actu¬ 
ally  made  to  France,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Guadaloupe,  in 
that  year,  or  by  the  Britifh  merchants  for  their  account, 
or  retra£t  all  that  I  have  advanced  upon  this  head. 

Another  very  wonderful  proof  which  this  writer  gives, 
that  “  none,  or  but  a  very  contemptible  part,”  (page  12) 
of  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  foreign  iflands,  could 
be  remitted  to  France  in  the  year  1761,  or  1762,  is  that 
in  the  year  1763,  when  he  fays,  we  had  ceafed  to  export  to 
thofe  iflands,  we  imported  from  them  to  the  amount  of 
1,39 5>3°°/‘  an^  this  too,  when  they  might  have  freely 
fent  their  produce  to  France  or  Spain. 

How  exceedingly  honetT  thefc  people  are  in  their  deal¬ 
ings  with  Englifhmen,  and  how  much  otherways  in  their 
dealings  with  their  own  countrymen  !  They  cheerfully 
made  remittances  after  tbe  ijlands  were  rejlored ,  to  difeharge 
the  debts  they  had  contracted  with  us,  whilfl  they  were 
in  our  poffefTion.  But  they  never  thought  of  remitting  any 
thing,  or  at  beff  “  but  very  contemptible  fums,”  to  France, 
whilfl  they  were  in  our  hands,  in  difeharge  of  their  debts 
they  had  contracted  with  their  mother  country,  and  their 
old  connections.  The  truth  is,  Great  Britain  is  by  far  a 
better  market  for  the  fale  of  Weft  India  products,  than 
either  France  or  Spain,  and  the  French  and  Spanifh  inha¬ 
bitants  of  thofe  iflands  would,  at  this  day,  gladly  fend  us 
their  whole  products  if  they  were  permitted  fo  to  do,  and 
pay  their  merchants  in  their  mother  countries  by  bills  upon 
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Great  Britain.  Before  the  rupture  with  Spain?  it  was  the 
pra&ice  of  tome  traders  in  our  northern  colonies,  to  carry 
clown  the  fpecie  and  bills,  which  were  fent  from  hence,  to 
pay  the  troops  in  America,  and  with  them  purchafe  the 
products  of  the  French  iflands  at  Monte  Chriflo,  which 
were  brought  thither  for  that  purpofe.  This  traffic,  in  a 
merely  commercial  eflimate,  was  certainly  an  advantageous 
one  to  the  fubjedts  of  Great  Britain,  as  they  got  a  confide- 
rable  profit  upon  the  fale  of  thofe  commodities  in  foreign 
countries,  and  the  tranfportation  of  them  was  a  benefit  to 
our  navigation.  But  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  rightly  con* 
fidered,  that  the  vigilance  of  our  cruifers  had  fo  interrupted 
the  trade  between  France  and  thofe  iflands,  that  the  pre¬ 
mium  for  infurance  was  run  up  to  40  per  cent :  under  which 
ffifadvantage  no  inhabitant  of  thofe  iflands  would  think  of 
making  any  confiderable  remittance,  in  bulky  commodities. 
And  that  in  a  war  of  expence,  it  was  of  more  importance 
fo  Great  Britain,  to  prevent  the  French  remittances  to  be 
made,  than  that  her  fubjedts  fhould  gain  an  advantage  by 
making  them  for  her  ;  and  therefore  this  beneficial  com¬ 
merce  was  flopped.  But  when  the  French  iflands  fell  into 
our  hands,  the  war  premium  for  infurance  was  not  only  re¬ 
duced  but  taken  away  ;  for  as  they  fnipped  their  produdfs 
to  England,  they  were  fafe  from  our  cruifers ;  and  if  they 
were  carried  into  France,  they  could  claim  them  as  French 
property.  They  were,  however,  chiefly  purchafed  by  our 
traders,  and  remittances  were  made  in  bills  of  exchange  of 
filch  part  of  their  value  as  was  fent  to  France.  It  is  no 
point  with  me  to  cover  this  unhappy  man  with  fhame  ;  I 
write  not  to  difgrace  him,  but  to  inform  my  countrymen  ; 
and  it  is  with  that  view  I  have  related  the  above  tranfadlion, 
which  carries  with  it  fo  ftrong  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  reprefen  tation  I  had  made, 

It  may,  however,  ferve  to  make  him  a  little  more  caiu 
tious  in  his  future  cenfures,  if  I  remind  him  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  ufed  by  his  own  friends,  for  the  opening  free  ports  in 
our  iflands  of  Dominica.  They  granted,  that  the  ipccie 
remittances  from  our  Weft  India  iflands  might  be  leflened 
thereby  ;  but  they  contended,  that  more  advantageous  re¬ 
turns  would  be  made  to  Great  Britain  in  the  products  of 
the  French  iflands,  the  inhabitants  of  which  they  infilled 
would  deliver  them  to  us  at  Dominica,  notwithflanding  the 
rifque  of  feifure  by  the  French  King’s  officers,  becaufe  we 

ffiould 
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fhould  give  them  a  better  price  than  they  could  get  from 
their  own  merchants. 


In  the  difcuffion  which  I  have  given  this  fubjeft,  T  hope 
I  fhall  not  be  underdood,  to  intend  any  apology  for  redor- 
ing  the  foreign  iflands  by  treaty  to  their  former  owners.  I 
have  neither  here,  nor  in  the  former  part  of  this  pamphlet, 
carried  my  reafoning  beyond  the  prefent  and  immediate  ef¬ 
fects  of  their  capture  ;  effects  which  mud  have  leffened 
every  day  we  continued  to  hold  them,  and,  if  the  terms  of 
the  capitulations  did  not  Hand  in  the  way,  mud  at  length 
have  entirely  ceafed.  This  writer’s  infinuation,  therefore, 
that  I  have  been  vindicating  the  treaty,  in  redoring  thofe 
iflands,  is  altogether  without  foundation  ;  and  if  he  means 
to  charge  the  great  Statefman,  who  was  a  Secretary  of 
State  at  the  time  the  plans  for  the  reduction  of  Martinique 
and  the  Havannah,  were  carried  into  execution,  with  con- 
fenting  to  redore  them  without  compenlation,  I  mud  tell 
him,  that  it  was  publicly  fpoken  ot  at  the  time  the  treaty 
of  Paris  was  negotiating,  that  this  gentleman  refigned  his 
office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  no  other  realon,  than  that 
further  cedions  in  the  Wed  Indies  were  not  infided  on. 

When  I  am  upon  this  fubjeSf,  it  may  be  proper  to  take 
notice  of  this  writer’s  attempt,  to  date  a  contradiction  be¬ 
tween  what  I  had  laid  of  the  wade  of  our  people  by  W  ed 
India  expeditions,  and  the  facility  with  which  we  can  again 
recover  the  redored  Well  India  idands ;  but  the  contradic¬ 
tion  is  of  his  own  creating.  I  did  not  fay,  that  we  could 
not,  if  the  war  had  continued,  have  made  further  con- 
queds  in  the  Wed  Indies  ;  but  I  faid,  they  would  have  been 
expenfive  and  dedru£tive  of  our  people  ;  they  will  ever  be 
fo,  and  I  hope  peace  will  continue,  that  the  necclTity  lor 
taking  them  may  be  avoided  ;  but  when  we  do  make  wui, 
our  forces  mud  be  directed  where  they  can  make  the  great- 
cd  im predion  upon  the  enemy — God  forbid,  that  we  thou  ( 
ever  go  to  war  for  the  fake  ol  making  conquchs,  or  that 
our  acquifitions  by  a  war  fhould  ever  be  deemed  a  lulficient 
indemnification  for  the  mifehiefs  occafioned  by  carrying  it 
on. — It  is  the  great  fecurity  for  the  continuance  ol  the  ge¬ 
neral  tranquility,  that  it  is  hardly  podible  lor  it  to  be  the 
intered  of  anv  nation  to  begin  a  war.  It  luielv  is  not  t  ic 
intered  of  Great  Britain  to  do  fo  ;  and  to  convince  m\ 
countrymen  of  that  truth,  is  one  chief  purpole  of  my  a\ 

;  B  inS 


I 


i 

S' 


i. 

H 


ft 

» 


!  I 


£ 


t  10  ] 

ing  before  them  a  State  of  the  Nation.  Neither  can  it  he 
the  interefl  of  France  or  Spain  to  break  the  peace,  as  the 
iffue  of  the  lafl  war  mu(l  have  fhewn  them.  And  the  cef- 
iions  they  have  made  Great  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
will  furely  not  ferve  to  create  in  them  an  opinion,  that  they 
fhail  begin  another  war  with  greater  advantages  than  they 
did  the  former. — I  fincerely  with  the  peace  of  all  nations, 
and  if  their  greatnefs  excites  them  to  deflroy  it,  their  be¬ 
coming  fenfible  of  the  calamities  it  brings  upon  themfelves, 
may  prove  a  check  to  their  pride. 

This  writer’s  emphatical  and  repeated  cenfure  of  the  in¬ 
accurate  title  I  had  given  to  the  French  account,  of  the 
iums  raifed  by  France  for  the  expences  of  the  war,  was 
mofl  fortunately  for  him  publifhed  before  the  corred  edi¬ 
tion,  which  I  had  advertifed  could  be  brought  out.  I  had, 
indeed,  by  the  title  which  I  had  given  the  account  in  the 
note,  faid  more  than  the  truth,  but  in  no  other  part  of  the 
book,  nor  in  any  reafoning  which  I  had  grounded  upon  that 
account,  or  which  feems  to  refer  to  it,  have  I  exceeded  the 
truth.  The  reader  will  find  the  account  ftated  anew,  and 
more  particularly  in  this  edition  :  and  from  that  fiate, 
which  this  writer  will  not,  I  believe,  deny  to  be  as  juft  as 
the  one  which  he  is  poflefTed  of,  the  following  fads  may 
be  collected. 


Raifed  by  new  taxes  within  the  refpe&ive  years. 


In  1760,  Vengtieme  and  Dixieme  72,340,000 
In  1761,  Vengtieme,  Dixieme,! 

and  Freegift  (75>°3°>787 

In  1762,  Vengtieme,  Dixieme,! 

and  Freegift  f  755°3°j?87 


3,288,181 

3,410,490 

3,410,490 


By  new  taxes  in  three  years  2 


22.401,574  10,109,161 


*o,io9?i6f 


[  n  3 

In  1756,  By  anticipations  for  6y 

years  expirable  in  1762,  (89,000,000 

In  1757,  By  anticipations  for  11 

years  expirable  in  1768,  >40,000,000 

In  1758,  By  anticipating  a  new  ^ 

tax  on  tobacco  for  10  years,  /  30,000,000 
expirable  in  1  768,  ( 

In  1759,  By  Freegift  and  anti-  ^ 

cipations  for  5  and  6  years  ( 99,690,787 
expirable  1764  and  1765,  y 

In  1760,  By  anticipations  for  1 1  •>  _  _ _ 

'  J ■  ,  ,  1  C  <0,000,000 

years  expirable  1771,  j 

In  1762,  By  anticipations  for  6  ^  83,700,000 

years  expirable  1769,  y - 

392,390,787 

In  1758,  By  the  fale  of  augmen- 

tations  ol  falaries  y  20,000,000 

In  1761,  By  the  like  fale,  27,840,000 

In  1760,  By  renewal  of  a  farm  for  ^  30,283,900 

22  years,  with  fome  additions  y - 

78,123,900  — 

In  1758,  By  alignments  of 
1,500,000  revenue  till  reim- 
burled 

In  1760,  By  alignment  of  ^60,000,000 
I ?8oo,ooo  until  reimburfed  j - - - 


i  of  > 

dm-  >  40,000,000 


100,000,000 


In  1758,  by  the  fale  of  life  an-  7  Qj 
nuities  )  ^ 

In  i  76  1,  By  annuities 


000 
80,000,000 


By  loan  agreeable  to  the  pra£hce 
in  England. 

In  1756, 

In  r  7  5  7 , 

In  1759, 


1 25,000,000 


32,000,000  -\ 

96,000,000  /  ^8,000,000 

00,000,000  ( _ 


313,000,000^ 


1 7,88 1 ,394 


3>55 1  ,°86 


4>545’454 


14,227,272 


50,334,367 

The 
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The  film  of  all  which  is  that  of  the  505314,367/.  raifed 
by  France  for  the  expences  of  the  war  ;  10,109,161  /.  was 
raifed  by  taxes  impoled  during  the  war  ;  all  which  have,  I 
believe,  fince  been  remitted.  Tho’  the  Ohferver  W ays,  that 
only  a  fingle  vengtieme  has  been  taken  off;  that  the  other 
confiderable  tax,  which  was  impofed  for  the  purpofes  of 
the  war,  that  upon  tobacco,  was  pawned  only  to  the  year 
1768,  and  is  therefore  now  liberated,  and  may  be  alio  re¬ 
mitted,  it  it  has  not  fince  been  prolonged.  That  the  old 
revenues,  which  were  anticipated  during  the  war,  will  have 
worked  themfelves  clear  the  greater  part  in  1768,  and  the 
lad  in  1771.  That  the  remaining  fums,  with  which  the 
old  revenue  of  France  is  burdened,  amounts  to  no  more 
than  18,772,726/.  of  which  4,545,454/.  is  in  a  courfe  of 
difeharge  ;  but  in  what  time  it  will  be  effedted,  I  pretend 
not  to  fay,  as  I  know  not  whether  the  intered  be  paid  ex- 
clufive  of  the  fums  affigned  for  reimburfement  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  ;  and  if  we  take  in  the  augmentation  of  the  officers  fa- 
laries,  and  even  add  the  premium  for  the  renewal  of  the 
farm,  and  charge  as  debt  the  full  fums  which  were  ad¬ 
vanced  upon  thofe  accounts,  the  total  will  be  no  more  than 
22,323,812  /.  And  this  is  the  whole  amount  of  the  charge 
remaining  upon  the  vaft  (landing  revenue  of  France,  as  the 
confluences  of  the  la  ft  war,  whilfl  probably  not  one  confi¬ 
derable  tax  is  now  remaining  upon  the  people,  which  was 
then  impofed.  This,  I  fay,  is  what  appears  upon  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  thefe  accounts  ;  for  the  truth  of  which  I  pretend 
not  to  vouch,  neither  do  I  mean  to  affert,  that  every  thing 
has  been  done  fince  the  peace  in  the  French  finances  which 
might  or  ought  to  have  been  done,  or  which  thefe  accounts 
would  lead  us  to  expedt.  But  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  my 
countrymen  will  fee  in  them  fufficient  evidence  to  judify 
the  reprefentation  I  have  made  of  the  different  effedls 
which  the  late  war  has  had  upon  the  two  nations.  It  was 
thofe  effects  only  which  I  was  inquiring  into  and  dating;  for 
whatever  might  be  their  relative  condition  before  the  war, 
of  whatever  it  may  be  fince.,  exclufive  of  the  confequences 
at  the  war,  was  not  within  my  purpofe.  I  will  not,  how¬ 
ever,  draw  the  comparifon  clofer  between  the  two  nations, 
nor  point  out  the  fpccific  differences  in  the  two  accounts — 
for  I  wifh  only  to  form  the  judgment  of  my  readers,  not  to 
inflame  their  paffions,  or  fill  them  w  th  anxiety  and  difeon- 
tent.  My  defire  is  to  prompt  my  feliowTubjedls  to  affid 
their  country,  not  to  irritate  them  to  embarrafs  by  cla¬ 
mour 


mour  fuch  meafufes,  as  may  be  undertaken  for  its  relief. 
But  what  mu  ft  the  ingenious  and  candid  think  of  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  writer  of  the  Obfervations,  when  they  com¬ 
pare  the  account  i  have  ftated  of  the  fums  railed  by  France, 
for  the  occafions  of  the  war,  with  his  aflertion  (page  41) 
printed  in  italics;  left  it  fhould  efcape  their  notice,  that 
thofe  “  identical  fums  were  borrowed  by  France  upon  inter  efts'1 
And  he  repeats  it  again  <£  that  the  credit  of  France,  bad 
<£  as  it  might  have  been,  did  enable  her  (not  to  raife  within 
the  year)  but  to  borrow  (in  italics)  the  very  fums  the 
“  author  of  the  State  of  the  Nation  mentions,  viz. 
50,314,37 3/.”  I  will  not  aggravate  the  feelings  of  this 
unhappy  man,  his  own  confcience  will  be  fufficicntly  fevere 
in  its  reprehenfions  ;  nor  is  it  necefiary  lor  me  to  fupport 
my  own  credit,  by  ruining  his;  and  if  it  were  neceffary,  he 
has  done  it  moll  effectually  himfelf;  tor  it  was  not  enough 
for  him,  with  a  copy  of  the  account  1  have  written  from 
before  his  eyes,  (tor  he  confelTes  mine  agrees  exactly  with 
his,)  to  affert  what  he  faw  was  not  the  truth,  in  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  France  provided  for  the  expences  of 
the  war,  and  in  which  he  muft  have  expected  to  be  contra¬ 
dicted  by  all  mankind  whenever  I  publifhed  the  particulars 
of  the  account,  but  he  muft  alfo  in  page  43,  within  the 
compafs  of  a  few  lines,  fupply  the  reader  with  ample  mat¬ 
ter  for  queftioning  his  veracity  or  information  ;  he  there 
fays,  £C  that  France  has  taken  off'  but  a  fingle  vengtieme  and 
“  fome  fmall  matter  in  the  capitation  fince  the  peace;”  and 
then  he  tells  us,  <£  that  he  fpcaks  from  very  good  informa- 
“  tion,  and  that  the  annual  income  of  that  Bate  is  at  this 
“  day  1,350,000/.  fhort  of  a  provifon  jor  their  ordinary 
“  peace  efabli foment.”  O,  monlieur  de  la  Verdy,  how 
tills  writer  traduces  you  !  if  fuch  be  your  management,  you 
fhall  never  have  my  vote  to  be  Chancellor  of  the  exc  he¬ 
quer  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  fhould  the  french  King 
difmifs  you  his  lei  vice.  Much  rather  would  1  Ice  the  finan¬ 
ces  of  this  country  once  more  in  the  hands  of  even  the  Ob- 
ferver’s  Great  Fncnd  than  in  thine.  Bock  yourfelt  up  in 
your  own  caiffe  d’amortelTemenf,  and  may  you  long  conti¬ 
nue  the  ((  lull  hope  ol  the  f  rench  finances. 


What  this  fhamelefs  afiferter  of  untruths  fays,  in  his  25, 
26,  and  27  pages,  relative  to 'the  difference  between  the 
expence  of  the  preient  peace  eflabhlh-ment ,  and  tne  ec- 

pcncc  of  the  peace  eftabh fitment  m  175^  *75 3’  ,s 

per- 
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perhaps  a  tiffue  of  the  mod  barefaced  and  palpable  falA 
hoods  that  ever  were  attempted  to  be  impofed  upon  man- 
hind  ;  and  ail  this  ufhered  in  under  a  pretence  of  detecting 
my  fallacies.  He  lays  too,  that  he  has  “  fearched  the 
journals”  and  that  what  he  lays  before  the  public  is  extract¬ 
ed  from  them.  He  therefore  takes  from  hjmfelf  the  apo¬ 
logy  of  ignorance,  which  one  would  be  tempted  by  their 
humanity  to  make  for  him,  and  charges  the  faifhoeds  home 
upon  his  conscience,  with  all  the  horrid  circumdances  of 
wilful,  pre  meditated,  and  defigned  calumny.  Let  him 
look  upon  thefe  pages,  if  the  glare  of  truth  does  not  blind 
his  eyes,  fo  long  unaccudomed  to  its  fplendor;  and  when 
he  here  reads  his  own  conviction,  let  him,  if  he  has  any 
fenle  of  the  contumely  he  mull  lor  ever  lye  under  with  all 
candid  men,  do  that  juftice  upon  himfelf,  which  he  owes, 
to  Society,  and  lupply  the  defeCt  of  our  laws,  in  not  ma¬ 
king  falfhood  a  capital  crime. — I  had  Laid  in  the  State  of 
the  Nation,  odfavo  edition,  page  19,  “  that  the  circum- 
et  dances  of  the  times  required  a  more  expenfive  peace  eda- 
u  blifhment,  than  that  maintained  by  Great  Britain  in  for- 
<s  mer  times  ot  peace;  and  in  1  764,  the  charge  of  the  mi - 
lit  ary  guard  then  fettled ,  as  the  permanent  peace  edablifh- 
i(  ment,  exceeded  the  charge  of  that  maintained  in  the 
<c  years  1752,  17^3,  and  other  years  of  peace,  upon  a 
‘£  medium  near  1,500,000/.”  This  he  fays,  I  have  affer- 
ted  without  proof  or  probability ;  and  mark  how  he  fets 
about  confuting  me. — The  plain  method  would  have  been 
to  have  fet  the  expence  of  the  military  efahlijhjnents  in  the 
Several  years  dnee  the  lad  peace,  againft  thofe  of  the  years 

1752  and  1753.- - But  can  my  countrymen  believe,  that 

fo  great  an  enemv  to  truth  exids  ?  When  he  faw,  that  by 
doing  this,  be  would  have  proved  my  afiertion  ;  I  fay,  when 
he  faw  it  (for  he  owns  he  learched  the  journals  for  the  dif¬ 
ferent  edablifhmenls)  he  would  npt  do  it,  for  that  would 
have  been  to  have  aCted  candidly,  and  his  purpofe  was  to 
mifreprefent.  What  does  he  then  ?  why  he  puts  down  a 
fum,  without  faying  what  years  edablifhment  it  is  the 
expence  of,  or  whether  it  is  the  medium  of  feyeral,  and 
calls  that  the  expence  of  the  peace  edablifhment  before  the 
war.  He  leaves  out  the  word  military  intirely,  at  the  fame 
time  he  would  have  mankind  to  conceive,  that  the  fum  he 
fet  down  was  the  medium,  or  condant  expence  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  edablifhment  before  the  war.  Where  he  got  his  fum, 

I  knew  not;  nor  will  I  take  the  trouble  to  enquire;  forge-, 

ries 
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tics  cod  him  nothing,  and  it  might  cod  me  fome  pains  to 
conviQ  him  of  them*  I  fhall  therefore  leave  him,  with 
his  fum  to  account  for,  as  he  thinks  moil  convenient  for 
himfelf,  and  proceed  to  lay  before  my  countrymen  the 
real fums  granted  by  parliament  for  the  fupport  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  eflablifhments  in  the  years  1751,  1752,  175-  ancj 
1754,  as  I  find  them  in  the  journals,  the  dates  of  which  f 
have  given,  that  if  I  have  mif-flated  any  thing,  I  may  the 
more  eafily  be  corrected.  I  have  alfo  added  all  the  fums 
which  were  granted  in  thole  years  for  other  purpofes,  to 
take  away  every  pretence  for  charging  me  with  fallacy. 


Supplies  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1751. 


Journal  £. 

’9  Jan.  Granted  for  8000  feamcn,7 

for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 7 c  1  1  41  J°00 


£• 


14.  Feb.  Granted  for  ordinary  of) 

T  J  £290,302 


the  Navy 


For  Greenwich  Hofpital 
For  building  and  repairs 


10,000 

140,257 


5  Feb.  Granted  for  18,85  7  Land  Forces  612,315 

Half  pay  Officers  64,000 

Chelfea  Hofpital  62,567 

Widows  3,310 

Horfe  Guards  reduced  4,747 

1 1  Feb.  Granted  for  Forces  in  the)  ^ 

Plantations,  &c.  J  J  T 

General  and  Staff  Officers  16,000 

14  Feb.  Granted  for  Ordnance  109,150 

Extraordinary  Ordnance  1,699 

I  2  March,  Granted  for  Army  extra- 7  0 

3  j  47>984 


$56,559 


ordinaries 


1, 1  58,102 


Total  Military  Effablifhment  for  1  751 

10  Feb.  Granted  to  nay  off  South  7 
J  n  !  .J  2,32<,023 
Sea  annuities  ) 

12  March,  To  pay  Expences  incur¬ 
red  in  Nova  Scotia  in  ^  5 7, 5 S ^ 


2,014,751 


*749>  175°  . 

22  April,  Granted  for  difeharging  ) 

Debt,  Seamens  Wages; 


200,000 


2,582,605 
25  Feb. 
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JOURNAL  /.  /. 

25  Feb.  Granted  to  replace  to  the  Sinking  Fund. 
Deficiency  of  fait 
Stamp  Duties 
Licences 

Sweets  - 

Wines  • - 

Glafs  - 


12  March, 


Houles  and  Windows 
Poundage  Subfidy 
Grants  — 


12  March,  For  Nova  Scotia  in  1751 
22  April,  For  African  Forts 
For  Garlifle  Road 

Total  Supplies 


Supplies  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1752. 


35,000 

6,461 

7,880 

I2>53,4 

4>592 

30,422 

70,097 

42,559 

797 

*  l  5>j4- 

/aria 

30,000 

53>927  1 
10,000  J 

>  66,927 

3,000) 

1 

4,969,625 

JOURNAL 

25  Nov.  Granted  for  10,000  Sea- 7 
men  for  the  year  17527 
3  Dec.  For  Ordinary  of  the  Navy 
For  Greenwich  Hofpital 
For  Building  and  Repairs 


-  £■ 
507,142 

277,718 

9,699 

100,000 


£■ 


894,559 


28  Nov.  Granted  for  18,85  7  Fand  Forces  611,101 
For  Ordnance  119,156 

Extra  expence  of  ditto  5,763 

For  Forces  in  Plantations,  Arc.  229,943 
x6  Jan. Half-pay  Officers  60,000 

Widows  3,125 

Extra  expences  laft  year  22,412 

Plorle  reduced  4,522 

Chelfea  Hofpital  58,448 


7  otal  Military  Eftabllfhment  for  175a 


1,114,470 

,009,029 

21  ]an. 


\ 
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JOURNAL 

21  Jan.  Granted  for  difcharging  * 
the  Navy  Debt  5 

For  difcharging  Vellum  Annuities 


£■ 

900,000 

400,000 


# 


t  »  _  % 

16  Jan.  For  replacing  to  the  Sinking  Fund. 


Deficiency  of  Stamp-Duty  6,997' 
Spirituous  Liquors  5,431 

Sweets  11,737 

Wines  24,102 

Glafs  *  52,969 

Houles  and  Windows  6i,o65 

Grants  - -  54,7  5 1 

28  Jan.  Spirituous  Liquors  17,119 

Additional  Wines  6,693 

Glafs  —  24,968 

Poundage  89,925 


16  Jan.  ForSubfidy  to  Bavaria  20,000 

23  Jan.  For  Subfidy  to  Poland  32,000 


21  Jan.  For  Nova  Scotia  for  1752  40,450 

Ditto  for  1751  21,042 

For  Georgia  4,000 

8  Jan.  African  Settlements  10,000 

Caflifle  Road  3,000 


28  Jan.  To  the  African  Company,-) 
purchafe  of  their  Charter,  &c.  j 


1,300,000 


52,000 


78,492 
1 12,142 


— 3j! 


Total  for  Supplies 


3,907,421 


Supplies  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1753. 


JOURNAL 

22  Jan.  Granted  for  10,000  Seamen 
for  the  year  17^3 
For  Ordinary  of  Navy 
For  Greenwich  Hofpital 


L 

520,000 

280,206 

10,000 


Sio,2o6 


c 


29  Jan. 
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journal  l. 

29  Jan*  Granted  for  18,85  7  Land  forces  628,315 
For  Forces  in  Plantations  236,420 
Extra  expence  of  LandForces  26,689 


L 


Half-pay  Officers 
Widows  — • 

Horfe  Guards  reduced 
Chelfea  Hofpital 

1  Febru.  Ordnance  - 

Extra  expence  of  ditto 


58,000 

3’°36 

4,288 

58,270 

107,688 

8,817 


i>T3i>523 


Total  Military  Effabliffiment  for  1753  1,941,729 

1  Febru.  Subfidy  to  Bavaria  20,000 

Subfidy  to  Poland  32,000 

- -  52,000 


20  Febr.  For  replacing  to  the  Sinking 

Fund,  viz. 

Deficiency  of  Stamp  Duties 

7,916 

Spirituous  Liquors 

749 

Sweets 

9,846 

15  Febr.  To  Captain  Vernon 

2,214 

20  Febr.  Nova  Scotia  lafl  year 

47,448 

Nova  Scotia  1753 

47.167 

15  March  Weftminfter  Bridge 

2,000 

Carlifle  road 

3,000 

Georgia  — 

2,632 

Africa 

16,000 

Total  Supplies  *—  — 

1 

2, 

Supplies  for  the  Service  of  the 

Year  1754 

18,511 


I  20,461 
2,132,701 


JOURNAL  1753. 

22  Nov.  Granted  for  10,000  Sea¬ 
men  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1  754 

29  Nov.  Ordinary  of  the  Navy 
Greenwich  Hofpital 
28  Dec.  Building  and  Repairs 


1 


£■ 

520,000 

278,747 

10,000 

100,000 


£■ 


908,74 


/ 


26  Nov. 
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JOURNAL 


26  Nov.  Granted  for  18,875  Land') 
Forces  * 


£  £ 


5 


Ordnance  — • 

118,347 

Extra  expence  of  ditto 

5>2i8 

21  Jan.  Half-pay  Officers 

55,000 

Widows  — 

2,944 

Horfe  Guards  reduced 

4,246 

Chelfea  Hofpital 

57,358 

7  Febr.  Extra  Expences 

3 1  *900 

Total  Military  Edablifhment  for  1 754 

18  Decern.  Subfidy  to  Bavaria 

20,000 

Subfidy  to  Poland 

32,000 

--  i>i39>748 
2,048,495 


2i  Feb.  For  replacing  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  viz. 

Deficiency  of  Sweets  6,792 

Tunnage  Subfidy  61,505 

21  Feb. For  difcharging  Exchequer  Bills  499,600 
For  Bills  drawn  from  America  ) 

For  Georgia  Services  1747  )  ^49/ 

2oDecem. Granted  for  the  Mint  15,000 
7  Febr.  Georgia  —  2,632 

African  Forts  10,000 

Carlide  Road  6,000 

Nova  Scotia  lad  year  11,392 

Nova  Scotia  1754  47,054 

Wedminder  Bridge  2000 

Purchafing  Marfhalfea  Prifon  10,500 
Rebuilding  the  fame  7,800 

26  Febr.  Bounty  to  40  Navy  Chaplains  1,642 


52,000 


68,297 


515*09? 


1 14,020 
2>797>9°9 


C  2 


From 


Total  Supplies 
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From  ihefe  accounts  it  appears,  that  the  expence  of  the 
Military  E lEabli fh rn ept 


In  175b  was 
In  1752, 

In  1753, 

In  1754, 


Medium  of  thefe  4  years 


2,014,751 

2,009,029 

1,941,729 

2,048,495 

8,014,004 

2,o°3,501 


Military  Effabiifhrnent  in  1767,  as  dated  by  }  ^  „  0 

me,  page  33,  8vo.  edition,  '  j  jAlS’  5  3 


Excefs  of  the  charge  for  the  Military  Effa- 

blifhment  of  1767  beyond  the  medium  (  1,472,182 

charge  in  1751,  1  752,  1  753,  and  1754.  j 


Am  I  then  judged  in  having  faid,  that  1,472,182/.  is 
near  1,500,000  /.  and  what  fort  of  fophiftry  mull  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  Oblervations  make  ufe  of  to  perfuade  my  coun¬ 
trymen  that  I  am  not,  nay  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  an 
error  of  no  lefs  a  fum  than  878,546/.  In  having  faid  fo,  I 
wifh  this  gentleman  would  mind  his  latin ,  and  cultivate  his 
poetic  genius,  his  talent  for  fiction  might  there  be  of  ufe, 
and  do  him  honour,  but  figures  are  of  all  things  the  moil 
unfit  {or  fancy  to  fport  with.  Apt  as  he  is  at  evafion,  I 
fhould  imagine  he  will  here  find  himfelf  put  to  his  fhitts 
for  a  fubterfuge,  and  that  if  he  had  any  blufbing  materials 
In  his  compofition,  they  will  fhew  themfelves  upon  this 
occafion  ;  but  as  I  fufpedt  that  conjejfion  will  be  his  lafi  re - 
fource,  I  will  take  the  trouble  to  cut  off  his  retreat,  and 
anticipate  his  only  plaufible  pretence  for  miffake.  He  per¬ 
haps  may  pretend,  that  altho’  the  excefs  of  the  charge  of 
the  military  guard  may  come  up  to  what  I  faid,  yet  that  the 
difference  in  the  charge  of  the  peace  effabiifhrnent,  taking 
in  other  articles  in  both  periods,  was  not  more  than  he  lias 
called  it.  I  fhall  therefore  compare  the  grants  for  the  peace 
effabiifhrnent  in  four  years  of  the  former  period,  with  the 
grants  for  the  like  fervice,  in  four  years  of  the  latter,  leav¬ 
ing  out  deficiencies  in  both  ;  and  in  doing  this,  I  fhall  mani- 
fef)  rqv  own  fairnefs,  in  taking  the  grant  for  military  fer- 
vices  in  1767,  rather  than  thofe  of  1764,  as  the  proper 
eflimate  of  the  charge  of  the  prefent  military  peace  effa- 

blifhmcnt. 
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biifhment.  The  military  guard  for  the  peace  effablifhment 
was,  as  I  faid,  fettled  in  i  764,  but  for  reafons  which  I  fhaJl 
presently  give,  the  charge  of  it  cannot  he  fo  jurtl)- collect¬ 
ed  from  the  grants  in  1764  as  in  1767;  nor  will  this  writer 
charge  me  with  flying  from  my  propofition  in  faying  this, 
for  he  will  fee,  that  the  year  1764  is  much  higher  than 
1767,  and  confequently  would  have  been  more  for  my  pur- 
pofe.  He  indeed  perceived  that  it  was  fo,  and  therefore 
mftead  of  colledftn.,  th  e  real  films  which  had  been  aflualh 
granted  for  the  effablifhment  in  1764,  as  they  (land  in  the 
journals,  which  he  fays  he  looked  into,  or  taking  them 
from  the  account  of  the  grants  for  that  year  as  dated  in  the 
Conf derations,  he  produces  an  eftimate,  which  the  author 
of  the  Conftder ations  had  given  the  public,  as  the  ertimate, 
to  which  the  charge  of  th,e  peace  elhblifhment  might,  a’ 
he  fuppojed,  he  reduced,  and  to  which  that  adminiilration 
were  labouring  to  reduce  it.  And  this  the  Ohferver  call, 
the  aflual  peace  effablifhment.  Whether  that  adminif  ration 
would  have  fucceeded  intircly  in  the  propofed  reduction  or 
not,  cannot  be  known,  for  they  were  difmifled  the  fervice 
of  their  king  to  make  room  for  the  Ohferver' 5  friends  in 
1/6^.  The  experience,  however,  of  the  two  followinc' 
yeats,  led  me  to  conceive,  that  the  public  occafions  woufd 
not  have  permitted  fo  confiderable  a  reduaion  from  the 
aflual  expence,  and  therefore  when  I  came  to  form  a  redu¬ 
ced  efimate  alfo,  I  made  larger  allowances  in  fomc  particu¬ 
lars  than  had  been  made  by  the  author  of  the  Cytf derati¬ 
ons and  as  1  had  the  advantage  of  more  experience,  I 
fuppofed  that  I  v  as  nearer  the  truth  ;  anti  I  therefore  cal¬ 
led  my  reduced  effimate  an  improvement  upon  his;  for  where 
truth  is  the  objec  t,  every  approach  to  it  is  in  my  concepti¬ 
on,  an  improvement.  But  whatever  may  be  the  cafe  in  ref- 
pefi  to  thefe  fuppefttious  effimates,  it  is  the  real  aflual  ex¬ 
pence  only  which  I  have  to  aofwer  for.  And  I  fliall  now 
proceed  to  fhew  how  much  the  grants  in  the  prefent  peace 
exceed  thole  ot  the  former  peace. 

In  1764. 

Navy,  —  _  _ 

Army,  including  Ordnance  and  Militia, 

Extiaoulmaries  of-  Army  and  Ordnance,  "7 
including  arrear  on  the  lall  year’s  > 
grant  to  C.  Hofpital,  —  J 


1,444,800 
1 ,5  1 8,622 

1,058,124 


4,021,546 

Mif- 


h  - 

S 

IS 


B 


I 


■  i 


■-  f  ,  •/f* 


Mifcellaneous  articles. 
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Brought  over 


4,021 ,546 
183,800 


Total 


4,205,346 


In  1765. 

Navy,  —  — 

Army,  militia  and  ordnance. 

Army  and  ordnance  extraordinaries. 


1,450,966 
1,522, *75 
4595915 


Mifcellaneous 


3,433,056 

93>779 


Total 


3,526,835 


In  1766. 

Army,  ordnance  and  militia,  — 

Navy,  —  —  — 

Extraordinaries  of  Army  and  Ordnance, 


Mifcellaneous, 


1,605,726 

1,522,283 

514,149 


3,642,158 

75,628 


Total 


Navy 

Ordnance, 

Army, 

Militia, 


In  1767. 


220,790 

1,218,465 

100,000 


Extraordinaries  of  Army  and  Ordnance, 


Mifcellaneous 

Total 


• - - 


I>569,321 


*>539>25S 

367,107 


3>475>683 

1 14,896 


3>59°>579 


Thefe  are  the  amounts  of  the  feveral  grants  for  the  flip- 
port  of  the  edablifhment  in  the  four  years  fince  the  peace 
of  Pans,  exclusive  oj  deficiencies.  Let  us  now  fee  what 
fums  were  granted  lor  hmilar  fervices  in  the  lour  )ears  of 
the  former  peace,  the  particulars  ot  which  have  already 
been  given. 

In 


mmam 
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For  Military  Services, 
Mifcellaneous, 


In  1751. 

2,014,751 

124,509 


For  Military  Services 
Mifcellaneous 


In 


2,009,029 

190,634 


\ 

For  Military  Services 
Mifcellaneous 


In  1 753- 

1,941,729 

I  20,46l 


For  Military  Services 
Mifcellaneous 


In  1754. 

2,048,495 
I  14,020 


2,139,260 


2,199,663 


2,052,190 


2,162,515 


Now,  if  we  take  the  medium  of  the  four  years  of  the 
iaft  peace,  which  is  3,760,136  /.  and  compare  it  with  the 
medium  of  the  four  years  of  the  former  peace,  which  is 
2,140,907  /.  the  difference  will  be  an  excejs  oj  1,619,229  /. 
in  the  medium  of  the  four  years  fince  the  peace  of  Paris  *. 


And  if  we  take  the  Bavarian  and  Poland  fubfidies  into  the 
account  of  the  peace  eftablifhment  for  the  years  in  which 
they  were  granted,  the  difference  will  be  only  52,000  /.  lefs. 

This’ 


*  The  writers  of  the  Obfervations,  page  40,  fays,  that 
our  finding  a  fund  which  fhould  produce  600,000  /.  was 
no  frnall  proof  of  national  flxength  and  financial  (kill.  But 
without  referring  him  to  what  I  have  (hewn,  that  France 
actually  did  raife  in  the  lalt  years  of  the  war,  I  .would  aik 
him  what  he  thinks  of  our  nova  railing  within  the  year  a- 
bove  two  millions  and  an  half  by  nevu  taxes  impofed  fince 
the  former  peace. 

By  t  axes  for  paying  interefl  of  new  debt,  2,165,300 

By  one  (hilling  land  tax.  coo*oo 


xt  1  1  .  r  .  2,665,300 

Now  had  thefe  taxes,  together  with  another  (lulling  land 

tax  been  all  impofed  the  fir  ft  year  of  the  war,  we  fhould 

have  rai fed  above  three  millions  'within  the  year ,  which  would 

indeed  have  furprized  all  Europe;  and  yet  we  furely  were 

as 


t  H  7 
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Th  Is  theft,  is  the  method  the  Obfefver  fays,  I  ought  tc 
have  taken  for  comparing  the  charge  ot  the  two  eftablifh- 
ments,  and  we  fee  how  little  it  makes  for  his  purpofe  ;  but 
if  I  had  taken  it,  I  fnould  have  imitated  him  in  impofing  a 
fallacy  upon  my  Countrymen,  and  lor  that  reafon  I  did  not 
take  it.  In  the  fupplies  for  military  fervices  in  the  lad:  fouf 
years,  very  large  fums  were  given  for  extraordinaries,  un¬ 
der  which  head  many  expences  which  were  incurred  du¬ 
ring  the  war  were  included  ;  others  are  of  fo  mixed  a  na¬ 
ture,  as  partly  belonging  to  the  war,  and  partly  to  thfe 
peace,  that  they  are  not  to  be  feparated.  The  war  part  of 
the  charge  mufti,  however,  lefTen  every  year,  as  we  remove 
farther  from  it;  and  therefore  the  laid  years  grants  (when 
no  new  rupture  is  apprehended)  will  be  the  faireft  eftimat£ 
of  the  peace  eftabhfhment.  It  was  for  thefe  reafons,  that 
I  feleCted  the  years  1752  and  1753  °f  former  peace, 
and  compared  their  military  eftablilhments  with  that  of  the 
year  1767  of  the  prefent;  and  when  the  reader  has  caft  his 
eye  over  the  grants  for  thofe  fervices  in  the  preceding  years 
of  the  prefent  peace,  he  will  be  convinced,  that  I  took  the 
only  fair  method  of  enquiry,  and  that  which  alone  could 
give  juft  information  to  my  countrymen. 

When  I  was  pointing  out  the  mifehiefs  which  hung  over 
this  Nation,  and  propofing  the  beft  means  I  could  think  of 
for  averting  them,  I  little  expected  to  be  charged  with  hav-s 
ing  reprefented  thofe  mifehiefs,  as  having  already  fallen  up¬ 
on  us  ;  yet  fuch  are  the  infinuations  ol  this  fhamelefs  wri¬ 
ter;  and  he  makes  a  collection  of  fads  and  accounts  to 
lliew,  that  things  are  not  now  in  fo  bad  a  condition,  as  my 
reafoning  tends  to  prove  they  are  likely  to  be  in>  unlefs  fome 
remedies  are  fpeedily  applied.  The  honour  of  having  in¬ 
vented  this  mode  of  conlutation  I  fhall  readily  allow  him, 
and  I  believe  no  fair  man  will  envy  it  him.  But  let  him 
fhew  the  page  in  my  book  wherein  it  is  faid,  that  our  ma¬ 
ns  well  able  to  have  done  it  them  as  we  are  to  do  it  now ; 
and  had  the  expence  of  the  war  been  confined  to  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  revenue,  and  the  furplus  of  the  Sinking  fund, 
which  in  all  would  have  amounted  to  near  five  millions  ; 
two  millions  of  our  taxes  would  have  expired  with  the  war, 
and  we  fhould  have  had  the  fame  furplus  in  our  Sinking 
Fund  as  we  now  have  ;  altho’  we  had  maintained  the  lame 
peace  eftabiilhment  which  we  now  do* 

nufaClurers 

/  * 
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nufaCturers  and  artificers  have  already  deferted  us,  or  that 
the  revenue  from  confumption  is  already  diminifhed.  I 
mentioned  thofe,  and  fuch  like  misfortunes,  as  the  pro¬ 
bable  c on f e queue es  of  our  heavy  taxes  ;  and  thefe  were  my 
words,  “  the  effects  of  the  prodigious  revenue  drawn 
“  from  the  people  fince  the  laft  peace  already  begin  to  Jhevj 
“  themfehes  in  the  increafed  price  of  labour,  and  the  ne- 
«  ceffaries  of  life,  it  cannot  be  long  before  they  operate  up- 
<c  on  our  manufacturers  alfo.”  It  indeed  I  had  been  incli¬ 
ned  to  exaggerate  our  public  evils,  I  might  have  gone  much 
further.  1  might  have  fhewn  the  vaft  difference  between 
the  price  of  labour  in  this  country  and  in  France,  by  com¬ 
paring  the  price  of  manufactured  Gold  and  Silver  in  each, 
the  mod  proper  manufactures  by  which  to  effimate  the 
price  of  labour  in  all  countries;  becaufe  the  materials  are 
in  all  countries  of  nearly  the  fame  value.  I  might  too 
have  appealed  to  the  returns  made  to  the  war  office,  by  the 
officers  on  the  recruiting  fervice,  tor  proofs  ot  the  prefent 
deplorable  paucity  ot  our  people  ;  but  it  was  never  my  pur- 
pofe  to  amplify  our  grievances,  nor  to  dwell  upon  fuch  of 
our  diffreffes,  as  the  wifdom  of  government  cannot  fpee- 
dily  relieve  us  from.  What  then  ought  I  to  reply  to  this 
writer’s  charge,  of  having  (fated  the  balance  of  our 
trade  much  too  low?  If  I  produce  proofs  in  my  defence 
which  might  demonffrate,  that  the  error  lies  on  the  other 
fide ,  I  fhall  be  juffly  accufed  of  unneceffarily  expofing  the 
nakednefs  of  my  country;  and  it  I  with-hold  them,  I  muff 
fubmit  to  this  writer’s  illiberal  cenfure.  To  the  latter  I 
will  much  readier  iubmit,  than  be  the  occafion  of  doing 
an  injury  to  my  country.  I  will  not  therefore  offer  any 
proofs,  nor  employ  any  arguments  in  defence  of  my  fup- 
pofitious  ballance  of  2  millions.  I  hope  it  is  below  the 
truth,  and  I  fubmit  to  the  Obferver’s  charge  ot  having 
mif-ffated  it.  One  thing  only  he  will  allow  me  to  obferve, 
that  the  deduction  I  have  made  of  600,000/.  from  the  bal¬ 
lance  as  ffated  in  tbf*  Cuftom-houfe  accounts,  is  a  deduction 
from  a  trade,  the  exports  ot  which  are  (fated  at  14  millions, 
and  the  imports  at  11  millions. 

There  cannot,  however,  be  any  harm  in  fuppofing  a 
cafe,  and  reafoning  a  little  upon  that  luppofition. 

D  Suppofe 
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Suppofe  then,  that  in  fix  years  of  peace,  there  had  been 
remitted  in  fpecie,  or  bills  of  exchange  upon  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  which  is  equivalent  to  fpecie,  upon  account  of  Cer¬ 
tain  individuals  who  came  to  refide  here,  to  the  amount  of 
6  or  7  millions,  Suppofe  alfo,  that  in  thofe  fix  years  the 
ballance  of  our  trade,  alter  paying  the  intereff  of  our  debt 
to  foreigners,  produced  a  clear  annual  fum  of  i  million  a 
year,  or  6  millions  in  the  whole;  what  would  be  the  pro¬ 
bable  confequences  ?  Would  not  the  national  hock  of  fpe¬ 
cie  be  augmented  at  the  end  of  t'hofe  fix  years  by  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  12  or  13  millions?  would  not  foreign  coin  be  ex¬ 
tremely  plenty,  and  would  not  our  own  coin  remain  in  the 
kingdom?  Would  not  the  price  of  bullion  be  reduced? 
And  would  there  be  any  great  occafion  to  make  confidera- 
ble  coinages  atour.own  mint?  Suppofe  then,  on  the  other 
hand*  that,  notwithflanding  this  extraordinary  remittance 
of  6  or  7  millions  brought  in  by  individuals,  that  the  price 
of  bullion  advanced,  that  foreign  fpecie  became  everyday 
more  fcarce,  and  was  at  length  not  to  be  met  with,  that 
our  own  coinage  had  been  much  greater  than  in  any  former 
period,  and  that  there  was  a  general  complaint  of  the  want 
of  circulating  coin.  Would  the  conclufion  be,  that  the 
clear  ballance  of  our  trade ,  after  paying  the  interef  of  our 
debt  to  f  oreigners ,  had  been  ef  imated  much  below  the  truth * 
in  calling  it  a  million  in  our  favour  P 

Whoever  fhews  me  an  error  in  my  pamphlet,  will  find 
me  difpofed  to  correct  it.  The  miftakes  this  writer  points 
out  tome,  Ifhall  certainly  re&ify  in  the  next  edition  ;  and 
if  thofe  which  he  mentions,  (page  27)  and  which  I  had  not; 
before  corre&ed,  were  material,  1  fhould  now  have  can¬ 
celled  the  faulty  fheet,  and  reprinted  it — but  if  he  will  look 
into  the  third  edition,  he  will  find,  that  fome  errors  in 
computation,  which  he  had  taken  notice  of,  were  already 
correfted,  tho*  perhaps  that  part  of  his  book  was  printed 
before  that  edition  was  publifhed.  It  is  however  a  little  re¬ 
markable,  that  notwithflanding  he  fuppofes  it  to  have  been 
rrty  purpofe,  in  computing  the  value  of  the  feveral  premi¬ 
ums,  to  enhance  theexpences  of  the  war,  that  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  the  feveral  errors  he  points  out  in  my  computati¬ 
ons,  only  ferves  to  inflame  the  account.  But  the  ingenui¬ 
ty  of  his  remarks  upon  the  premiums  of  1760  and  1762 
merits  particular  notice.  Fie  difeovers,  that  I  fhould  have 
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faic!  21  infiead  of  20  ;  and  he  makes  the  corre&lon  accord¬ 
ingly;  he  then  finds,  that  8  years  had  expired  infiead  of 
7,  which  he  makes  a  frefh  error;  and  that  the  remaining 
term  of  the  annuity  is  worth  only  10  -  years  purchafe  in¬ 
flead  of  n.  Now  the  truth  is,  the  error  is  only  in  the  firth 
number  of  years,  which  ought  to  have  been  21  ;  for  at 
the  lime  I  writ,  there  were  only  feven  years  expired,  tho* 
when  he  publifhed  there  were  eight;  and  I  made  my  cal¬ 
culation  of  the  value  of  the  remaining  term  upon  14  years, 
and  not  upon  13,  as  he  fuppofes,  and  therefore  I  took  1 1 
years  purchafe  for  the  value,  which  he  will  not  fay  is  more 
than  it  is  worth.  And  this  he  was  convinced  in  his  own 
mind  was  the  cafe,  for  the  fum  agrees  with  his,  except  in 
the  ~  of  a  year,  which  he  has  added  to  the  pu?chafe,  and 
which  I  did  not  think  fo  material  as  to  include  in  my  com¬ 
putation. - The  taking  5  from  19,  and  leaving  13,  is  a- 

nother  error  of  the  fame  magnitude,  and  which  he  remarks 
upon  with  the  fame  candour.  He  here  too  law,  that  my 
computation  was  made  upon  14  and  not  13,  and  that  the 
error  only  lay  in  that  number  ;  and  left  he  fhould  prove  his 
own  convi£fion,  he  makes  no  remark  upon  the  fum  of  the 
computation.  But  one  would  think,  that  fo  accurate  an, 
accountant,  and  fo  minute  an  Obferver  of  the  errors  of 
others,  would  be  vvondroufiv  careful  to  avoid  mifiakes  in 
his  own  figures,  efpecially  in  the  very  infiant  in  which  he 
was  fo  feverely  criticifing  upon  flips  of  the  pen,  or  the 
blunders  of  the  prefs  ;  and  yet  we  find  him  fetting  down 
one  per  cent,  as  the  premium  for  the  fums  borrowed  in  1756 
and  1758,  at  the  rate  of  3  \  per  cent. — I  defpife  fuch  piti¬ 
ful  advantages,  and  will  not  imitate  the  illiberalitv  of  his 
pen,  by  charging  him  with  ignorance  of  the  fecond  rule 
of  arithmetic,  in  taking  three  from  3  4,  and  making  one 
the  remainder.  Let  him  correH  it  in  his  next  edition,  and 
learn  to  be  lefs  captious  for  the  future. 

My  generofity  to  him  in  this  infiance  will,  I  hope,  inti¬ 
tle  me  to  a  favour  I  am  going  to  afk  from  him  ;  it  is  on¬ 
ly  for  a  (hare  in  a  fubfeription,  when  lie  fhall  come  to  have 
the  dire&ion  of  the  finances.  If  he  can  fatisfy  parliament, 
as  no  doubt  he  can,  that  it  is  the  fame  thing  to  the  nation, 
whether  he  gives  an  irredeemable  term  of  $  or  of  500 
years,  to  the  fubferibers,  for  the  interefi  upon  an  addition 
to  their  capital,  I  think  I  can  propofe  conditions  for  a  loan, 
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which  will  do  him  abundance  of  credit  and  be  of  fome 
advantage  to  myfelf. 

If  a  man  in  private  life  was  to  borrow  too/,  and  give' 
Ills  bond  for  120/.  don’t  this  writer  think,  that  when  he 
came  to  difeharge  his  bond  at  the  end  of  20  years,  with  all 
the  growing  intereft,  that  he  would  confider  the  premium 
of  20/.  as  increafed  by  the  intereft  accruing  upon  it. 

Would  he  not  ftate  the  account  thus. 

Premium  for  the  loan  of  100/.  included  in  my  bond  20 

Intereft  upon  that  premium  —  20 


40 

I  therefore  pay  forty  pounds  for  the  ufeof  100/.  for  20 
years,  befides  intereft  at  five  per  cent,  and  would  not  this  be 
the  fa£t  ?  But  this  wonderful  financier  does  not  perceive 
any  difference  in  the  propriety  of  making  account  of  the 
intereft  accruing  upon  money,  of  which  the  debtor  never  had 
the  ufe ,  and  of  doing  the  fame  where  the  money  is  aCtually 
received,  and  put  to  ufe  by  the  debtor;  tho’  in  the  latter 
cafe  it  is  evident,  that  he  receives  a  compenfation  for  the 
charge  of  intereft  by  the  ufe  of  the  capital,  and  that  in 
the  other  he  never  had  any. — I  with  Mr.  La  Verdy  had  this 
writer  for  his  afliftant. 

% 

I  now  come  to  the  dire  occafion  of  all  this  writer’s  fpleen 
againft  me.  My  unfortunate  two  or  three  fentences,  and 
a  long  note  refpeCting  the  tranfa&ions  from  July  1765,  to 
Auguft  1766. — He  does  not  feem  to  know  what  it  is  I  mean 
by  that  note.  I  thought  the  note  fpoke  its  own  meaning, 
but,  however,  I  will  repeat  it  here.  I  meant  to  fhow, 
that  the  then  adminiftration  and  parliament  were  abufed 
€(  by  thofe  they  confided  in,  and  that  it  is  dangerous  to  al~ 
«  low  interefted  traders  to  direct  the  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ed  ment.”  The  Obferver,  if  he  had  not  been  blinded  by 
his  pafiion,  might  have  found  an  apology  in  this  for  the 
miftakes  of  his  patrons.  It  is  no  imputation  upon  any  man 
to  fay,  that  he  is  not  a  heaven-born  minifter ;  nor  to  fup- 
pofe  that  a  nobleman,  who  never  ferved  in  any  office  but 
that  of  a  Lord  of  the  King’s  bed-chamber  before  he  was 
called  to  the  head  of  the  treafurv,  wanted  advice  and  di¬ 
rection.  In  laying  the  blame  of  his  meafures,  therefore, 
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upon  thofe  he  advifed  with,  I  not  only  did  him  judice,  but 
cad  a  cenfure  upon  thofe,  who  I  thought  ought  to  bear  it; 
and  if  every  fet  of  men  who  are  advifed  with  by  mirrifters, 
or  called  upon  to  give  evidence  betore  parliament,  and  mif- 
reprefent  the  truth,  were  in  like  manner  reprehended,  it 
might  be  a  means  of  redoring  credit  to  the  opinions  of 
merchants  upon  commercial  points,  and  of  bringing  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  nation,  by  inducing  miniders  to  adopt  their 
public-fpirited  proportions.  This  writer,  however,  will 
not  differ  me  to  blame  the  advifers ,  of  that  adminidrati- 
cn.  He  may  have  his  reafons  for  laying  the  fault  upon  his 
patrons,  and  I  enter  not  into  them;  fo  there  let  it  remain. 
My  ft ri 6ture  upon  the  conduct  of  foreign  affairs  he  is  {till 
more  provoked  at,  (page  95)  —  When  the  Ruffian  bufinefs 
is Jinijhed,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  enter  into  its  merits. 
If,  however,  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Ruflia 
merchants  be  content  with  what  was  done  in  1766,  I  am  fure 
I  fhall  make  no  objection,  much  lefs  do  I  wifh  to  throw 
any  reflections  upon  the  gentleman  who  tranfadted  that  bu¬ 
finefs,  or  to  lefTen  the  credit  of  his  addrefs  from  the  con- 
ful  or  fadtors  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  I  fhall  therefore  pafs  it 
over.  With  refpedt  to  the  affairs  of  Italy,  he  chufes  to  be 
filent ;  but  a$  to  Spain,  he  affures  us,  that  mod  vigorous 
reprefentations  were  tranfmitted  to  the  court  in  reference 
to  the  Manilla  ranfom.  He  does  not  however  deny,  that 
they  were  prefented  by  Lord  Rochford’s  chaplain,  which 
was  all  that  I  had  faid  ;  nor  does  he  tell  11s,  how  much  ad¬ 
ditional  efficacy  they  derived  from  the  dignity  ol  the  mini- 
ffer’s  charadfer,  nor  the  refpedl  which  was  paid  by  the 
Spanifh  court  to  a  protelfant  ecclefiadic.  He  prudently 
pafTes  over  the  charge  of  negledting  to  (fate  or  demand  (a- 
tisfadfion  for  the  maintenance  of  t lie  French  prifoners,  not 
included  in  the  agreement  of  1764,  which  was  furely  a 
mod  unaccountable  neglefl,  lor  it  could  only  be  Jirglefl  in 
fuch  fpirited  miniders,  who  were  fo  well  acquainted  with 
the  debilitated  condition  of  France,  or  could  have  been  fo 
well  informed  of  it  by  this  writer.  However,  he  ogives  ur 
to  hope,  that  great  matters  would  have  been  perform  v/againft 
France,  il  that  adminidration  had  continued;  for  lie  af¬ 
fures  us,  that  towards  its  clofe,  the  Duke  ol  Richmond 
obtained  large  offers  with  regard  to  Dunkirk,  but  his  grace 
had  probably  refigned  before  he  had  time  to  com  pleat  the 
agreement,  for  we  have  heard  nothing  of  it  fince.  The. 
Canada  bills  is  the  grand  fubjedt  of  his  triumph,  and  a: 
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that  btifinefs  was  concluded,  tho’  I  am  afraid  hot  intirejy 
fini Hied  during  his  great  friend’s  adminiftration,  he  is  iri 
the  right  to  fwagger  upon  it.  “  He  fays,  the  Earl  of  Hal- 
*c  htax  never  did,  nor  could  refufe  to  hgn  that  convention, 
i(  becaule  that  convention  as  it  fands  never  was  before 
sc  him.”  That  Lord  Hallifax  did  refufe  to  fign  that  con¬ 
vention  I  never  faid,  but  that  the  Earl  of  Hallifax  did  refufe 
to  agree  to  the  principal  conditions  of  that  convention  I  did 
fay,  tho’  neither  by  his  Lordfhip’s  permiffion  or  direction, 
but  I  founded  my  declaration  on  the  affertion  of  the  propri¬ 
etors  of  the  Canada  Bills ,  as  it  (lands  in  a  petition  of  theirs 
intended  for  parliament,  and  carried  up  by  them  to  mi- 
niflry. 

I  ;  . 

Want  of  precifion  is  another  of  this  writer’s  charges 
againft  the  author  of  the  State  of  the  Nation  ;  and  he  fup- 
ports  his  accufation  moft  admirably,  by  the  contrat!  of  his 
own  example,  i  fhall  not  be  at  the  pains  of  expofmg  his 
evafions  and  contradictions  in  more  than  one  intlance;  be- 
caufe,  as  his  bufinefs  was  only  to  mifreprefent  and  falfify 
his  doing  it  without  precifion  has  the  femblance  of  virtue, 
or  is  at  leaf!  a  fign  that  his  heart  is  not  quite  as  bad  as  his 
head.  In  the  compafs  of  his  work,  he  gives  the  State  of 
the  Nation  to  three  fevcral  perfons,  and  unites  and  fepa- 
rates  them  juft  as  it  ferves  his  turn,  or  gives  variety  to  the 
ilream  of  his  calumny. 

In  page  23  he  fays,  “  the  extreme  fallacy  of  this  account 

cannot  efcape  any  reader  who  will  be  at  the  pains  to 
54  compare  the  interefl  of  money  with  which  he  affirms  us 
6(  to  have  been  loaded  in  bis  State  of  the  Nation ,  with  the 
6i  items  of  the  principal  debt,  to  which  he  refers  in  his 
iC  Confide  rations The  fame  perfon  is  here  made  to  be  the 
author  both  of  the  Confulcrations  and  the  State  of  the  Nati¬ 
on  \  but  a  little  lower  in  the  fame  page,  he  gives  each  to  a 
different  author;  for  c<  he  wifhes,  that  thefe  gentlemen 

would  lay  their  heads  together ,  that  they  would  confider 
“  this  matter,  and  agree  upon  fomething.”  Throughout 
his  book,  he  more  than  hints,  that  the  great  Statciman, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  treafury  in  1764,  is  the  author 
of  the  State  of  the  Nation;  and  in  page  25,  he  lays  it  at 
his  door,  and  carries  it  off  again,  with  all  imaginable  fa¬ 
cility,  and  without  the  leaf!  apology.  “  To  excule,  fays 
u  he*  any  appearance  of  incotifflency  between  the  authors 
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f(  anions  and  his  declarations,  that  he  thought  it  right  to 
ff  relieve  the  landed  intereft  (of  the  fihilling  in  the  pound) 
and  lay  the  burden  where  it  ought  to  lie  on  the  Colonies, 
dec.’7  Here  Mr.  G —  is  dire&ly  Hid  to  be  the  author,  for 
the  fake  of  charging  him  with  tnconJiJlency\  but  that  pur- 
pofe  being  happily  effedled  in  a  few  lines  of  abufe,  he  takes 
tip  the  brat,  and  gives  it  to  its  father  again.  For  a  little 
lower  he  lays,  “  It  I  am  rightly  informed,  when  that 
rneafure  (the  lanu  tax)  w'as  debated  in  parliament,  a  very 
different  reafon  was  affigned  by  the  author's  great  friend ,  as 
Well  as  by  others,  for  that  redudion  *.’* 

*  So  eagerly  does  this  writer  pant  after  the  execrable  de- 
ligff  of  giving  birth  to  a  calumny,  that  he  turns  out  of  his 
V  to  enjoy  what  he  thinks  a  fit  lubjedt  tor  mifreprefent- 
gtion. 

The  aftonifhment  of  M.  D’Eon’s  friends,  that  the  King 
*  pf  England’s  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  Paris  were  given 
to  him  to  carryy  afforded  a  hint  to  his  oblique  perception, 
for  traducing  the  peace,  and  even  glancing  a  calumny  at 
the  K —  himfelt :  and  accordingly  he  perverts  the  aftoniih- 
ment  ot  D’Eon’s  friends  at  the  honour  conferred  on  him, 
in  appointing  him  the  mefjenger ,  into  an  aftonifhment  in  the 
court  ot  h  ranee  at  our  conceffions  contained  in  the  treaty. 

Taiapportui  a  Versailles  il  ell  vrai  les  ratifications  du  Roi 
“  d’Angleterre,  a  voftre  grand  etonnement  ct  a  celui  de 
“  bien  d’autres.  Je  dots  cela  au  bontes  du  Roi  d’Angle- 
tc  terre  a  celles  de  milord  Bute,  a  monf.  le  comte  de  Virv, 
<c  a  monf.  le  Due  de  Nivernois  et  a  fin  a  mon  fcavoir  fa  ire  •’* 
are  the  words  he  quotes  irom  monf.  D’Eon  (page  22)  and 
from  them  he  draws  this  unwarrantable  inference,  “  that 
*f  Me  court  of  France  was  afloat  fed  at  our  conceffions .”  Bias 
the  effrontery  to  infinuate9  that  the  brench  court  entertain¬ 
ed  fuch  unworthy  notions  ot  the  honour  of  our  gracious  fo- 
yereign,  as  to  be  aflomfbed ,  that  his  majefty  ratified  the 
treaty  his  ambaffador  had  figned  by  his  orders?  Or  would 
inuendo  to  the  people,  that  their  beloved  P—  was  concert¬ 
ing  with  Lord  Bute,  monf.  Viry,  and  the  Duke  de  Niver- 
rois,  to  make  conceffions  which  fhould  aflojiijh  the  court  of 
France?  yet  one  or  other  of  thefe  vile  (landers  does  he  en¬ 
deavour  to  extract  from  the  fimple  declaration  monf.  D’Eon 
makes  of  the  fenfe  his  friends  entertained  of  the  honour 
done  him,  by  committing  to  his  care  the  conveying  t lie  ra¬ 
tifications  from  London  to  Paris. 

Having 
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Having  no\*/  given  an  anfwer  to  the  mod  material  char¬ 
ges  of  this  writer,  in  refpedt  to  the  principal  parts  of  my 
Pamphlet,  the  narrative  and  (late  of  facts,  I  fhall  make  but 
1 1 1 tie  reply  to  his  objections  againd  the  hints  I  threw  out 
(for  they  are  no  more  than  hints)  for  relieving  the  nation 
from  the  burdens  which  opprefs  it.  They  were  the  bed 
means  I  could  think  of,  and  l  am  forry  they  are  not  better 
than  they  appear  to  be  to  this  writer.  I  really  thought  it 
not  very  criminal  in  me,  to  fugged  fome  means  of  accom¬ 
modating  matters  between  the  Colonies  and  this  Country; 
and  I  wifhed  to  draw  the  bond  of  connexion  dill  clofer  be¬ 
tween  the  people  of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain.  But  I  am 
now  heartily  concerned,  that  I  fuggeded  any  thing  with 
fuch  a  tendency  ;  for  the  malignancy  of  this  unhappy  man’s 
heart,  and  his  rage  for  mifrepreientation,  have  worked  him 
up  to  an  endeavour  to  infufe  jealoudfes  into  the  people  of 
Ireland,  and, to  ptovoke  them  to  reject  every  overture  for 
the  common  good  of  both  nations.  He  aims  to  infinuate 
to  them  (in  page  57)  that  fhould  the  withes  of  the  trued 
friends  of  this  great  Empire  be  regarded,  and  that  great 
Statefman,  who  he  does  me  the  honour  to  call  my  friend, 
be  again  called  to  a  chief  feat  in  the  King’s  council,  that 
they  are  to  expect  to  have  a  Land  Tax  impofed  upon  them 
by  an  a£t  of  the  Britiih  parliament.  This  too  he  does  at 
the  very  indant  he  \vas  quoting  my  expredions,  “  that  I 
ie  hoped  Ireland  might  he  induced  to  take  a  fhare  of  the  pub- 
fC  lie  burdens  upon  herfelf and  owns,  that  I  had  held 
out  to  the  people  of  that  kingdom  fome  advantages  as  equi¬ 
valents  for  their  doing  to.  I  had  indeed  pointed  out  a  Land 
1  ax,  as  the  mod  proper  mode  for  raiding  the  fum  I  had 
mentioned  ;  but  even  the  mifehievous  ingenuity  of  this 
writer  cannot  wred  my  expredions,  into  a  dedgn  of  impo¬ 
sing  that  tax  by  act  of  the  Britifh  Parliament. 

Not  content  with  the  irreparable  mifehief  he  and  his 
party  have  already  done,  and  the  encouragement  they  have 
already  given  to  the  people  in  the  Colonies,  to  redd  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  laws,  and  to  trample  upon  the  authority  of 
the  fupreme  legidature,  he  cannot  fuder  a  propodtion,  with 
a  tendency  to  heal  the  unhappy  breach  between  us  and  our 
fellow  fubje&s,  to  pafs,  without  gnafhing  his  envenomed 
teeth  upon  it.  I  had  propofed,  as  the  fitted  means  for  uni- 
ling  this  divided  Empire,  and  incorporating  the  Colonies 
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more  effectually  With  Great  Britain,  to  allow  them  a 
fhare  in  the  great  Council  of  the  Realm,  and  a  diftindt  re- 
prefentation  in  the  fupreme  legiflature.  Every  man  who 
confiders  the  propofition  mull  lee,  that  cbuld  fuch  a  union 
tike  place,  all  our  unhappy  differences  mud  fubfide,  and 
every  caufe  lor  renewing  them  would  ceafe.  But  fuch  are 
not  the  wifhes  of  this  party-man^  at  leaff  whild  his  friends 
are  out  of  power.  His  hopes  of  their  getting  into  the  mi- 
niffry>  are  founded  upon  increafihg  the  calamities  of  his 
country,  and  he  eagerly  tears  off  the  diptics  which  I  had 
held  to  his  parent’s  gufhing  wourds,  and  rends  her  mangled 
body  in  pieces,  that  his  avarice  and  ambition  mav  glut 
themfelves  with  her  blood,  and  “  that  the  tongues  cj  bis 
clogs  may  be  red  thro ’  the  Jurne.” 


He  has  told  us,  in  page  5  of  his  work,  that  “  he  aimed 
“  at  holding  out  lome  comfort  to  the  nation.”  But  where 
are  the  remedies  he  offers  lor  the  public  grievances?  What 
ffngle  meafure  does  he  propole  for  relieving  the  nation 
from  her  difficulties,  or  relcuing  her  from  her  dillrefs? 
This  it  is  that  marks  the  party-man,  and  diffinguifhes  him 
from  the  real  friend  of  his  country  ;  and  here  it  is,  I  wifli 
to  draw  the  line  between  this  writer  and  myfelf.  Attached 
as  he  luppofes  me  to  be  to  one  Great  Statefman  difmiffed 
from  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  I  explore  the  evils  of  the 
date,  and  lay  before  parliament  and  minidry  the  bell  mea- 
lures  my  poor  abilities  can  fugged  tor  their  removal.  This 
writer  admits,  the  greated  of  all  our  mi  fortunes,  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt,  to  be  fairly  dated,  leaves  almoll  every  other  cala¬ 
mity  hanging  over  her  ;  and  after  labouring  to  ftt  at  nought 
the  remedies  I  had  propofed,  or  to  turn  them  into  ppiion, 
attempts  not  to  alleviate  the  woes  he  fees  his  country  op- 
preffed  with,  but  clofes  his  book,  and  turns  away  from  her 
^applications,  leaving  this  comjort  to  her  lamenting  friends, 
that  however  alarming  may  be  the  appearance  of  her  did. 
eafe,  the  medicines  which  have  been  pretented  to  her  will 
have  no  efficacy,  and  die  mud  continue  to  languifh,  for 
there  is  no  remedy  but  the  fecret  no (l rum ,  which  he  with¬ 
holds  from  her,  that  can  give  her  relief. — Some  little  kind- 
nefs,  however,  he  has  for  his  di  lire  {Ted  country,  and  he 
gives  fome  fmall  intimations  ot  the  component  parts  of  his 
wonderful  medicine.  He  fliews  us,  that  he  builds  much 
upon  the  ftfength  of  the  patient’s  conllitution,  and  that 
continuing  to  live  a  little  more  luxurioufly  than  die  has 

E  done. 
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<lone>  will  contribute  greatly  to  her  health.  To  prove  to 
us  the  vigorous  condition  of  the  fhite,  he  has  given  us  an 
account  of  the  increafed  confumption  of  the  people  ;  not 
that  he  pretends  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  are  for  nu¬ 
merous  as  they  were  before  the  late  war,  but  that  they  eat 
more  flelh,  drink  more  beer,  burn  more  candles,  ufe  more 
foap,  and  deftroy  more  leather,  than  ever  they  did. 

Some  political  writers  have  fuppofed,  that  the  lefs  any 
people  confumed,  the  richer  they  were  likely  to  grow  ;  and 
that  if  little  of  their  time  and  labour  were  taken  up  in  ad- 
miniftring  to  their  own  wants,  that  much  of  both  might 
be  employed  in  railing  or  manufacturing  commodities  tor 
iale  to  other  nations,  and  thereby  drawing  wealth  to  them- 
felves.  But  this  great  commercial  and  fifeal  eftimator  gives 
us  to  underhand,  that  he  explodes  all  fuch  antiquated  fyf- 
tems,  for  that  nothing  can  fo  flrongly  evince  the  growing 
wealth  and  profperity  of  a  people,  as  their  confuming  all, 
their  own  products  and  manufactures.  On  feeing  them  in 
the  way  to  this  happy  condition,  he  felicitates  his  country¬ 
men,  and  he  very  fmartly  reprehends  the  author  of  the 
State  of  the  Nation  lor  fuppofing,  that  the  probable  emi¬ 
gration  of  our  people  might,  among  other  evils,  leflen  the 
revenue  ;  and  fhews  us,  that  it  is  all  the  fame  to  the  hate 
whether  its  produCts  and  manufactures  are  confumed  by 
many  or  by  few  inhabitants.  Let  there  be  ever  lo  many 
deferters  from  the  fhip,  if  thofe  remaining  on  board  eat  up 
the  abfent  men’s  allowance  as  well  as  their  own,  no  danger 
can  enfue  ;  they  may  fafely  put  to  fea,  and  brave  the  ftorm. 
He  allures  us  alfo,  that  the  manufacture  of  long  woollen 
cloths  is  very  much  increafed  in  the  Weft  Riding  ol  A  ork- 
fhire,  and  that  feveral  other  manufactures  are  extending 
themfelves  in  the  north  of  England  ;  but  he  ieems  appre- 
henfive  that  thefe  are  hut  partial  advantages,  for  that,  in 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  manufactures  have  decayed, 
and  the  country  is  deferted  ;  all  the  comfort ,  therefore, 
which  we  can  derive  from  this  account  is,  that  the  land- 
owners  in  the  north  are  in  a  much  better  way  ol  increafing 
their  rent-rolls,  than  the  land-owners  in  the  well. 

In  regard  to  our  American  affairs  he  alfo  gives  fome 
bints  of  the  nature  of  his  fpecific .  As  he  expreffes  his 
fears,  <c  that  this  nation  and  the  colonies  will  never  fall 

«<  back  upon  their  true  centre  of  gravity  and  natural  point 

“  ol 
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M  of  repofe,  until  the  ideas  of  1766  are  re  fumed  and  fleadi* 
<c  ty  purjued .”  More  free  ports  mull:  therefore  be  made, 

he  laws  of  trade  muff  be  further  relaxed  ;  the  late  duty 
a£ls  muff  be  repealed,  and  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain 
mull:  at  laid,  perhaps,  part  with  its  authority  over  the  co¬ 
lonies.  But  I  will  do  his  friends  the  juflice  to  acquit  them 
of  luch  intentions.  I  really  believe  they  are  heartily  con¬ 
cerned  at  the  effedts  they  now  fee  flowing  from  their  mifla- 
ken  mealures,  and  would  not,  if  they  had  again  the  power, 
ule  it  as  they  then  did.  Some  of  their  advifers,  I  imagine, 
fland  as  ill  in  their  opinion  as  they  do  in  mine,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  them  to  be  refolved  in  their  own  breafls,  whatever 
face  appearances  may  wear,  that  they  will  never  again  be 
duped  by  thofe  defigning  and  interefled  men, 

I  form  thefe  opinions  upon  what  I  have  heard  of  their 
recent  refufal  to  carry  in  and  fupport  a  petition  to  parlia¬ 
ment  for  one  ot  thole  very  meafures  which  this  writer  feems 
to  recommend  ;  fo  unlatisfadlory  do  all  his  reaionings  upon 
this  topic  appear  to  be  even  in  the  judgment  of  his  own 
party,  and  his  whole  fyftem  for  colony  affairs  flands  as  the 
deferted  offspring  of  his  own  brain. 

How  different  is  his  behaviour  to  my  friends,  from  the 
treatment  I  fhew  to  his?  He  charges  to  the  account  of 
mine  every  crude  idea  which  I  have  given  to  the  public, 
and  I  refeue  his  from  the  imputation  he  feems  to  lay  at 
their  door,  of  concurring  in  his  opinions.  He  has  done  me 
the  favour  however,  to  tranfplant  pretty  large  quotations 
from  my  languid,  produdlion,  and  to  preferve  it  in  his  fpi - 
rited  performance.  His  friends,  perhaps,  will  not  thank 
me  for  returning  him  the  compliment,  and  continuing  ex¬ 
igence  to  what  they  may  be  forry  ever  had  being.  Tq 
(hew,  however,  to  mankind,  that  fuch  a  writer  did  exijl, 
and  that  I  have  not  been  combating  a  phantom,  as  well  as 
to  giye  them  an  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  he  inffrucled 
his  readers  in  the  knotty  hufinefs  of  colony  regulations,  I 
will  tranferibe  the  greatefl:  part  of  one  of  his  beffc  written, 
and  moil  intelligible  pages. 

• 

a  Whoever  goes  about  to  reafon  on  any  part  of  the  po- 
ft  licy  of  this  country  with  regard  to  America,  upon  the 
(<  mere  abffradt  principles  of  government,  or  even  upon 
M  thofe,  of  our  Qivn  antinit  conjlitutioiiy  will  fre  often  milled. 
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<*  Thofe  who  refort  for  arguments  ro  the  mofl  refpecIabFe 
“  authorities,  antient  or  modern ,  or  reft  upon  the  cleareft  max  • 
(S  ims,  drawn  from  the  experience  of  other  ft  ate  s  and  empires , 
“  •Will  be  liable  to  the  greateft  errors  imaginable.  The  object 
**  is  wholly  new  in  the  world.  It  is  fmguiar  :  it  is  grown 
*f  up  to  this  magnitude  and  importance  within  the  memory 
€(  of  man  ;  nothing  in  hiflory  is  parallel  to  it.  All  the 
“  reafonings  about  it,  that  are  likely  to  be  at  all  folid,  muft 
“  be  drawn  from  its  atlual  circumflances.  In  this  new 
fyftem,  a  principle  of  commerce,  of  artificial  commerce, 
muft  predominate.  This  commerce  mud:  be  fecured  by 
<c  a  multitude  of  reftraints  very  alien  from  the  fpirit  oft  li- 
herty  ;  and  a  powerful  authority  muff  refide  in  the  prin- 
<(  cipal  (late,  in  order  to  enforce  them.  But  the  people 
“  who  are  to  be  the  objedls  of  thele  reffraints  are  defcen- 
“  dants  of  Englifhmen  ;  and  of  an  high  and  free  fpirit. 
(i  To  hold  over  them  a  government  made  up  of  nothing 
<6  but  reftraints ,  and  penalties ,  and  taxes ,  in  granting  of 
si  which  they  can  have  no  fhare,  will  neither  be  wife ,  nor 
“  long  practicable.  People  muff  be  governed  in  a  manner 
u  agreeable  to  their  temper  and  difpofition  ;  and  men  of 
<c  free  character  and  fpirit  muft  be  ruled  with,  at  leaft, 
“  fome  condefcenfion  to  this  fpirit  and  this  character.  The 
ic  Britifh  colonift  muft  fee  fomething  which  will  diftinguifh 
(c  him  from  the  colonifts  of  other  nations.  Thofe  reafon- 
ei  ings  which  infer  from  the  many  reftraints  under  which 
<c  we  have  already  laid  America,  to  our  right  to  lay  it  un- 
<£  der  {till  more,  and  indeed  under  all  manner  of  reftraints, 
iC  are  conciufive  ;  conclufive  as  to  right  ;  but  the  very  re - 
6t  verfe  as  to  policy  and  practice.  We  ought  rather  to  infer 
“  from  our  having  laid  the  colonies  under  many  reftraints, 
li  that  it  is  reasonable  to  compenfate  them  by  every  indul- 
££  gcnce  that  can  by  any  means  he  reconciled  to  our  inte- 
<*  reft.  We  have  a  great  empire  to  rule,  compofed  of  a 
C(  vaft  mafsof  heterogeneous  governments,  all  more  or  lefs 
lc  free  and  popular  in  their  forms,  all  to  be  kept  in  peace, 
“  and  kept  out  of  confpiracy  with  one  another,  all  to  be 
(i  held  in  fuhordination  to  this  country;  while  the  fpirit  of 
“  an  extenfive  an  intricate  trading  intereff  pervades  the 
(c  whole,  always  qualifying,  and  often  controlling,  every  ge- 
“  neral  idea  and  conftitution  of  government .  It  is  a  great  and 
difficult  object ;  and  I  wifh  we  may  poffefs  wifdom  and 
*f  temper  enough  to  govern  it  as  we  ought.  Its  impor- 
(t  tance  is  infinite.” 

I  (hall 
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1  fhall  now  take  my  leave  of  the  author  of  the  Obferva- 
tions,  and  I  hope  I  (hall  never  again  be  engaged  in  a  con- 
troverfy  with  a  profeffedly  party  writer.  Exploring  the 
devices  of  a  malignant  heart,  and  expofing  its  machinati¬ 
ons,  detecting  its  mifreprefentations  and  wiping  off  its  ca-  , 
lum^i  les,  are,  to  a  man  of  humanity,  the  mold  painful  oc¬ 
cupations.  Every  difcovery  of  the  depravity  of  our  nature, 
fhocks  his  benevolent  mind,  and  he  fees,  with  grief,  every 
new  inftance  of  the  corruption  of  the  human  heart.  What 
concern  muff  it  give  him,  to  find  the  malice  of  a  party 
writer  diredled  againfl:  himfelf,  and  that  his  own  juftificati- 
on  calls  upon  him  to  develope  the  heart  of  finch  an  adver- 
iary  ?  What  fiill  aggravates  the  misfortune,  and  muff  in¬ 
flame  his  indignation  is,  that  fuch  an  adverfary  arms  him¬ 
felf  againfl;  fliame,  and  ffeels  his  foul  againfl  all  compunc¬ 
tion.  Detefit  his  calumnies  and  expofe  his  artifices,  charge 
him  in  the  prefence  of  his  patrons  with  a  ferics  of  untruths, 
from  the  title  page  to  the  conclufion  of  his  libel  ;  challenge 
all  h  is  friends  to  name  a  fingle  page  of  his  work  in  which 
you  will  not  undertake  to  convidf  him  of  a  palpable  falfe- 
hcod  or  a  grofs  mifreprefentation  :  however  abafh’d  or  con¬ 
founded  fome  virtuous  men  of  his  connexion  may  appear, 
yet  he  himfelf  fhall  afiedl  to  laugh  at  the  pangs  of  con- 
icience,  and  conceal  the  bitternefs  of  his  foul  by  a  fmile  of 
complacency  ;  and  to  prove  to  the  world  how  hardened  he 
is  in  guilt,  fhall  advertife  on  the  morrow  the  tenth  edition  of 
the  Budget . 

No  wonder  this  unhappy  man  fhould  attempt  to  ridicule, 
when  he  did  not  dare  to  join  with  me  in  the  folemn  ad- 
dreis  with  which  I  had  concluded  my  paper.  How,  in¬ 
deed,  could  he,  who  had  been  warping  the  fenfc  and  mif- 
reprefenting  the  fadf  throughout  an  hundred  pages,  who 
had  been  teaching  his  heart  to  conceive  obliquely,  and  in- 
ffrncfing  his  pen  to  utter  deceit,  lift  up  his  eyes  to  heaven 
and  fupplicate  a  bleffing  ? 

<c  He  vjho  had  mojl  need  of  hie fp tig , 

(i  Could  not  fay  Amen , 

Bor  Amen  fuck  in  bis  throat , 

And  bis  tongue  refuf'd  to  pronounce  it 

Macbeth. 
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Tor  my  own  part,  I  am  not  afhamed  to  profefs,  that,  to 
me  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  my  king  and  of  rny  coun¬ 
try  are  very  interefling  concerns,  and  that,  of  all  human 
controverfies  I  think  that  which  has  the  good  of  the  people 
and  the  fafety  of  the  (late  for  its  fubjedt,  the  moil:  impor¬ 
tant,  and  deferves  to  be  treated  with  the  mod:  folemnity. 

The  tool  may  fcatter  his  firebrands  and  death,  and  lay, 
<s  am  I  not  in  fport  ?”  but  the  man  who  reflects  upon  the 
confequences  which  may  follow  to  millions  of  his  fellow 
creatures  from  a  wrong  mcafure  in  government,  or  from  an 
ill  founded  or  miftaken  opinion  adopted  by  the  people,  will 
be  cautious  how  he  advances  a  falfehood,  or  mifreprefents 
a  truth — I  have  honeftly  given  my  opinions  to  my  country. 
I  wifia  them  to  be  confidered  as  they  really  are,  only  the 
opinions  of  an  infignificant  individual,  open  to  amendment 
or  confutation,  and  no  otherways  meriting  attention  than 
as  they  may  ferve  to  convey  information,  to  difcover  pub¬ 
lic  evils,  or  point  out  remedies.  I  can  lay  my  hand  upon 
my  heart,  and  fay  fuch  are  its  wifhes,  and  let  him  wha 
reprehends  me  do  the  fame. 


F  I  N  1  S. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


I  HAD  pa{Ted  over,  without  remark,  the  charge  which 
the  writer  of  the  Obfervations  makes  againft  me, 
of  having  committed  an  error  of  159,250  /.  in  the  fum 
which  I  had  ftated  as  the  intereft  chargeable  on  the  unfund¬ 
ed  debt  at  the  clofe  of  the  war  ;  for  having  in  another  part 
of  my  book,  when  I  fhewed  how  the  unfunded  debt  had 
been  difpofed  of,  proved,  that  the  whole  of  that  fum  of 
9>975>°  1  7  1-  except  1,226,915/.  navy  debt,  was  either  ac¬ 
tually  difeharged  with  money,  or  placed  in  exchequer  bills 
at  intereft,  or  funded  ;  I  thought  the  lcaft  intelligent  of 
my  readers  would  have  been  able  to  have  convidted  him  of 
the  mifreprefentation,  and  to  have  jollified  me  in  comput¬ 
ing  the  intereft  at  the  fum  I  did.  However,  as  from  fome 
late  publications  I  find  that  is  not  the  cafe,  I’ think  my- 
felf  obliged  to  let  the  public  right  in  that  matter,  and  to 
bring  one  more  cenfure  upon  the  author  of  the  Obfervatlonr. 
\\  hen  I  was  llating  the  whole  expence  ot  the  late  war,  and 
the  burdens  which  were  brought  upon  the  people  of  this 
country  in  confequence  of  it,  I  thought  it  juft  to  add  fuch 
lums  as  then  appeared  to  be  due,  or  were  afterwards  aU 
lowed  to  be  then  due,  altho’  no  provifion  had  been  then 
made  for  them  to  the  amount  ot  the  funded  debt  ;  and 
this  writer  makes  no  objedlion  to  my  having  done  fo.  But 
if  it  was  right  to  include  thefe  fums  in  the  account  of  the 
debt,  was  it  not  equally  juft  to  make  a  charge  for  the  in¬ 
tereft,  which  muft  neceftardy  accrue  upon  them  fo  foon  as 
they  became  funded  debts,  or  if  they  fhould  lie  difeharged 
■with  money  taken  up  at  intereft,  or  with  which  other  debts 
might  have  been  difeharged  which  actually  carried  intereft  ? 
1  he  plain  Hate  of  the  cafe  therefore  is  :  It  appears,  that  at 
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the  clofe  of  the  war  the  nation  was  indebted  in  the  fum  of 
9^975 >° 1  7  /•  f°r  which  no  fund  had  been  provided.  In  the 
courfc  of  a  tew  years,  however,  the  whole  of  this  fum, 
except  1,226,915/.  has  been  either  paid  off  with  money, 
or  charged  upon  funds,  or  placed  in  exchequer  bills  at  ii> 
tereft.  Now,  had  I  a  right  in  edimating  the  charge  brought 
upon  the  nation  by  the  war  to  make  account  of  the  intereff, 
which  the  nation  was  in  future  to  pay  for  fuch  part  of  this 
unfunded  debt,  as  was  neceffarily  to  be  provided  for,  and 
which  has  been  actually  provided  for  ? 


Let  us  then  fee  how  the  account  ffands. 


Paid  off  in  1764  and  1765 
Funded  in  1  765, 

Funded  in  1 7 66, 


r 

*■0 


4,092,05^ 
1 ,500,000 
1 ,356,044 


Placed  in  Exchequer  bills 
Navy  debt  not  demanded 


6,948,102 
1,800,000 
t  >226,9 1 5 


£.  9*975,017 

Now  if  we  charge  this  fum  of  6,948,102/.  which  was 
adtually  paid  off  or  funded,  as  having  occafioned  a  charge 
for  intered  to  the  nation  for  that  fum  at  4  per  cent,  which 
was  then  the  public  rate  for  money,  exclufive  of  douceurs* 
the  amount  will  be  277,924  /.  and  if  to  that  fum  be  added 
the  intered  on  the  1,800,000  exchequer  bills  at  3  per  cent . 
which  is  54,000/.  the  whole  will  be  331,924/.  So  far 
was  I  therefore  from  over-rating  the  charge  ror  intered 
which  this  fum  of  9,975,017/.  has  occaftoned  to  the  nation, 
that  I  edimated  it  32,674/.  below  what  it  appears  to  be  in 
this  way  of  reckoning  ;  and  I  do  not  fee  that  there  is  any 
fallacy  in  it.  But  to  take  the  matter  in  this  writer’s  own 
way.  In  this  fum  of  9,975,017/.  is  included  4,576,915  /. 
navy  debt,  and  of  this  he  fays  no  more  than  2,200,000/. 
carried  intered,  therefore  we  are  to  deduct  2,426,915/. 
from  the  capital  fum,  and  there  will  then  remain  7,548,102/. 
Which  he  does  not  deny  was  either  to  be  paid  with  money 
or  funded  ;  now,  computing  this  fum  at  an  intered  ot  4 
per  cent,  it  will  have  occafioned  a  charge  to  the  nation  of 
301,024  /.  which  dill  exceeds  the  fum  I  have  dated.  What 
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fpirii  it  is  that  proffeffes  this  writer,  and  prompts  him  thus 
to  mifreprefent  in  filch  flagrant  mftances,  I  will  not  pie- 
tend  to  fay,  but  it  mud  certainly  be  a  ftrange  infatuation, 
that  could  incite  him  to  admit,  that  a  debt  of  9 >9 7 5 >ot7^« 
was  fairly  due,  and  yet  to  affert,  that  160,000/.  was  the 
whole  charge  which  ought  to  have  been  made  for  intereft: 
on  account  oi  it.  Nay  more,  lie  does  not  deny,  that  I 
have  given  a  juft  account  of  the  difpofal  of  this  lum  of 
9,975,017 7.  and  that  no  more  of  it  remains  to  be  provided 
for  (including  the  exchequer  bills  which  carry  intereft)  than 
1,226,015/.  and  that  conlequently  8,748*102/.  lias  been 
paid  off  with  money  funded,  or  difpofed  of,  and  yet  he  will 
not  allow  that  any  charge  for  intereft  fhould  be  made  in 
eftimating  the  expence  which  the  war  occafioned  to  the 
nation  upon  a  greater  fum  than  4.  millions,  as  it  the  other 
4,748,102/.  coft  nothing.  The  writer  of  the  Budget  in 
1764,  and  of  the  State  of  the  Nation  in  1765,  was  of  a 
very  different  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  burden  of  this  un- 
'  funded  debt,  from  this  author .  One  of  the  Budget  author’s 
charges  upon  the  national  revenue  is,  “  for  the  intereft  of 
*(  about  6,000,000  of  out-funding  debts ,  at  the  rate  of  4^ 
<(  per  cent.  which  muft  dire&ly  or  eventually  come  out  of 
the  permanent  revenue  240*000/.”  1  his  was  in  the 

year  1764,  and  before  the  juft  fum  of  the  unfunded  debt 
incurred  by  the  war  cou  d  be  full’/  afccrtaincd.  But  what 
-would  the  Budget  author  have  laid  to  me,  if,  in  ftating  the 
account  of  that  debt,  at  a  future  time,  when  the  fum  of 
it  was  not  only  known,  but  provifion  (exchequer  bills  in¬ 
cluded)  actually  made  for  8,748,102/.  I  had  eftimated  the 
charge  brought  upon  the  nation  by  this  unfunded  debt  at 
no  more  than  160,000/.  which  is  the  fum  the  author  of 
the  Obfervations  fays  I  ought  to  have  computed  it  at  ?  The 
writer  of  the  Stated'  the  Nation  in  1765  would  have  been 
fttll  more  provoked  at  me,  if  I  had  done  as  the  Obfervati¬ 
ons  would  have  had  me  ;  for  it  was  one  of  his  capital  cen- 
fures  upon  Mr.  Grenville’s  adminiftration,  that  more  of 
this  unfunded  debt  was  not  provided  lor,  in  dead  of  paying 
off  a  funded  debt,  which  carried  an  intereft  of  4  per  cent. — 
<c  The  unfunded  debt,”  fays  lie,  “  amounts  to  more  than 
*c  ten  millions ,  of  which  nearly  feven  are  out-flanding .  And 
n  do  minifters  think,  that  the  funds  can  hold  up  their  heads , 
“  when  they  fee ,  that  if  public  affairs  fhould  make  it  ne- 
u  celfary  to  provide  but  half  a  million  extraordinary,  we 
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*c  mufl  wade  through  a  loan  of  ww*  than  ten  times  that 
<c  fum  to  get  at  it  ?  God  forbid  !  that  fo  heavy  a  calamity 
u  fhould  overtake  us ;  but  if  the  clouds  of  war  fhould  ga- 
“  ther,  who  will  give  pledge  to  the  flock-holders,  that 
“  their  property  (hall  not  be  reduced  to  one  ha!f  of  its 
“  prefent  value,  while  the  fir  ft  afpeft  of  a  war  fhall  have 
“  to  confront  a  loan  of  feven  or  eight  millions  f" 

Tn  the  fame  ftrain  does  this  writer  go  on  thro’  almoft  his 
whole  pamphlet,  frightening  himfelf  and  the  public  with 
this  bugbear,  the  unfunded  and  out-flanding  debt.  And  yet 
the  charge  for  intereft  which  it  occafioned  to  the  nation, 
the  Obfervations  tell  11s  ought  to  be  computed  at  no  more 
than  i6ojOOo/.  which  upon  ten  millions  is  not  1  |  per  cent . 
and  upon  feven  or  eight,  which  is  the  fum  he  fays  ought  to 
be  funded,  is  not  2  £  taking  it  at  the  lowed  alternative  fe¬ 
ven  millions.  Now  what  a  ftrange  financier  does  the  Oh - 
ferver  make  of  this  author  ;  he  (hews  him  to  have  been  in¬ 
veighing  againft  Mr.  G.  for  not  borrowing  money  at  4 
per  cent,  in  order  to  pay  off  a  debt  which  did  not  bear  an 
intereft  of  2~  per  cent .  which  of  the  gentlemen  is  right  I 
will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine,  “  but  I  wifh  they 
cc  would  lay  their  heads  together,  and  agree  upon  fome- 
“  thing.’’  In  the  mean  time,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of 
letting  my  fum  of  299,250/.  remain,  as  the  charge  brought 
upon  the  nation  for  intereft  by  the  unfunded  debt  of 
9>975i01  7  ^  computing  it  at  3  per  cent,  inftead  of  4,  which 
was  the  then  rate  of  intereft,  and  thereby  making  an  al¬ 
lowance  for  non-intereft  films  equivalent  to  a  deduction  of 
%  from  the  whole  capital  ;  for  it  is  the  fame  thing  to  com¬ 
pute  intereft  at  4  per  cent,  on  7,481,263/.  or  3  per  cent,  on 

/ 

I  had  alfo  omitted  to  take  notice  of  the  Ob  ferver*  s  infi- 
nuation,  page  17,  that  f  had  my  reafons  for  flopping  ftiort 
at  the  year  1761,  in  the  account  I  gave  of  the  (hipping  ; 
for  that  if  I  had  given  1762,  I  fhould  have  (hewn,  that  our 
tonnage  was  in  a  courfe  of  uniform  augmentation.  Now  does 
he  forget,  that  the  preliminaries  for  the  peace  were  figned 
on  the  3d  of  November  in  the  year  1762  ;  and  would  he 
have  me  give  that  year  as  a  year  of  war  ?  Does  he  not  fee, 
that  in  all  my  commercial  eftimates,  I  take  the  year  1762 
as  a  year  of  peace,  altho’  there  were  but  7  weeks  of  it  th 
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come  when  the  preliminaries  were  figned  ?  And  I  did  it  for 
this  reafon,  that  upon  all  fuch  great  events,  as  war  or 
peace,  merchants  take  their  meafures  immediately ,  and  the 
effects  are  almod  injlantaneous .  In  the  Appendix  'to  the 
Obfervations  the  author  exults,  at  having  Found  the  exports 
to  Jamaica  in  1767  larger  than  in  either  of  the  preceding 
years.  He  owns,  however,  that  the  account  of  the  trade 
for  that  year  was  not  made  up  when  I  wrote ,  and  confe- 
quently,  l  am  not  chargeable  with  wilful  mifreprefen  ation. 
But  that  account  was  made  up  and  prefented  bet.  re  he 
publifhed  his  Obfervations,  and  in  this  indance  he  thews 
us,  that  he  had  a&ually  feen  it  when  he  was  writing  his 
Appendix.  W  hy  had  he  not  then  the  candour,  or  even  dif- 
cretion,  to  make  fome  apology  tor  all  the  acculations  he  has 
made  agamd  me,  as  having  Ida  ted  the  hallance  of  our  trade 
too  low,  in  calling  it  2,500,000/.?  Or  indeed,  how  could 
he  differ  his  own  pages  to  go  abroad,  in  which  he  had  fo 
largely  promifed  his  countrymen  an  increafng  trade ,  and 
led  them  to  expedt  a  ballance  of  no  lefs  than  4  millions  ? 
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The  account,  tho’  a  public  one,  is  too  much  in  my  favour 
to  make  it  prudent  to  inlert  it  here,  and  I  fhall  take  no  far¬ 
ther  notice  of  it,  than  to  beg  of  mv  countrymen  to  believe^ 
that  it  does  not  exceed  the  fum  which  1  have  dated. 

It  is  not  improbable,  that  the  feveral  corrections  which 
I  have  made  in  the  fourth  edition  of  the  prelent  State  ot 
the  Nation,  may  be  imputed  by  the  author  of  the  Obferva¬ 
tions  to  the  informations  contained  in  his  work  ;  he  has  my 
leave  to  do  fo,  for  altho’  I  had  made  them  before  his  work 
appeared,  yet  I  certainly  fhould  have  adopted  his  correcti¬ 
ons,  if  I  had  not  before  been  fupplied  with  the  lame.  I 
take  information  chearfully  from  whoever  will  be  at  the 
pains  to  give  it,  and  I  objedf  not  to  it  hecaule  oi  the  un¬ 
gracious  manner  in  which  it  is  convey’d  ;  docerc  ah  hofe  is 
my  maxim  in  all  matters  which  regard  the  public  ;  and 
however  I  might  hefitate  to  admit  the  writer  into  m>  con¬ 
fidence,  I  fhall  always  be  ready  to  avail  myfelf  of  his  com¬ 
munications.  In  the  courfeof  my  invedigation  of  the  fal¬ 
lacies  and  mifreprefentations  contained  in  the  Obfervations , 
I  fear  it  has  happened,  that  the  indignation  which  always 
arifes  in  honed  minds  upon  the  detedfion  of  premeditated 

fraud,  has  prompted  my  pen  to  fet  down  fome  expredions, 

which 
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Which  convey  flronger  ideas  of  diflike  to  the  author,  that! 
tlie  degree  of  offence  which  he  has  given  to  me  ought  to 
have  exacted,  or  than  1  really  entertain.  If  the  reader  be 
of  that  opinion,  I  afk  his  pardon  ;  and  if  the  author  of  the 
Observations  thinks  fo  likewife,  I  give  him  leave  to  rejoin 
in  language  dill  more  abufive  than  that  which  he  has  alrea¬ 
dy  made  ufe  of. 
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